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CHRISTIAN  LIBEEALITY   ON   BEHALF   OF  THE 
OEDINANOES  OF  THE  OOSPEL. 

In  commencing  a  few  papers  on  this  suV)ject, — interesting  at  all  times  to  the 
Church  of  Christ,  but  peculiarly  so,  as  it  seems  to  us,  in  our  present  times, — 
we  shall  devote  this  first  article  to  some  brief  remarks  on  the  great  object  on 
whose  behalf  we  desire  the  liberality  of  God's  professing  people  to  be  drawn 
forth  and  enlarged — The  Gospel  and  rrs  Ojsdinances. 

I.  The  Gospel. 

The  evangel — the  good  messnge; — the  best,  the  most  joyful  message  that 
ever  reached — that  ever  coidd  reach   our  guilty,  polluted,  death- doomed 
world.    "  God,"  said  its  Divine  Author,  unfolding  the  Gospel  to  "a  master  in 
Israel," — "  God  so  lo^ed  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  belie veth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." — 
Tliis  is  the  Gospel.    The  Jubilee  of  old  time  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the 
people  of  Israel,  when  they  heard  it  proclaimed  with  trumpets'  sound  on  the 
hills  and  in  the  valleys  of  their  beloved  land.    The  Gospel  is  the  Jubilee  of 
j  the  earth,"  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,"  a  season  of  mercy  and  loving- 
kindness  sent  down  from  on  high  for  the  salvation  of  a  fallen  race.  Angels 
hymned  it  in  the  skies  when  over  the  fields  of  Bethlehem,  and  in  the  ears  of 
the  marvelling  shepherds  they  sang  in  these  adoring  and  rejoicing  strains: — 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  goodwill  towards  men." 
I      "This  day,"  said  the  gracious,  incarnate  Saviour,  entering  on  his  wondrous 
I  ministry  in  the  synagogue  of  Nazareth,  "  this  day  is  the  Scripture  fulfilled  in 
your  ears.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor;  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted, 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind ;  to 
set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord."    This  is  the  Gospel,  tidings  from  the  heart  and  the  lips  of  Jesus,  to 
the  broken-hearted  of  healing,  to  the  captives  of  deliverance,  to  the  blind  of 
the  recovering  of  sight,  to  the  oppressed  of  liberty,  to  all  the  perishing  children 
I  of  the  fall  of  a  season  appointed,  approved, commended  by  God,  and  unspeakably 
'  worthy  of  being  embraced  and  improved  by  men,  for  the  life,  peace,  and  blessed- 
i  ness  of  their  souls,  in  this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.   Precious  Gospel ! 
How  worthily  art  thou  termed  "The  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God  !" 
What  were  this  poor  world  of  ours  without  thee  !  Sweet  is  the  light  of  the  sun,' 
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dawning  day  by  day  on  the  landscapes  of  earth,  and  diffusing  life  and  health 
and  gladness  wherever  it  shines  !  But  sweeter  far  the  light  of  that  "  Sun  of 
Eighteousness,"  which  hath  arisen  on  our  benighted  and  miserable  world  with 
"  healing  in  his  wings  !"  Small  wonder  that  the  illustrious  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  after  being  brought,  in  a  day  of  almighty  grace,  to  know  the  Gospel, 
to  feel  its  converting,  transforming,  gladdening  power  in  his  own  soul,  should 
have  recorded  his  estimate  of  its  worth  in  these  memorable  words :  "I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth "I  am  not  ashamed,"  as  if  he  had  said,  "to 
believe  it  as  a  man;  not  ashamed  to  profess  it  as  a  Christian;  not  ashamed  to 
preach  it  as  an  Apostle;  not  ashamed  to  die  for  it  as  a  martyr." 

This  is  the  Gospel:  and  it  is  in  the  blessed  day  when  a  poor  sinner,  con- 
vinced by  the  Divine  Spirit  of  his  guilty,  undone,  miserable  condition,  has  his 
eye  lifted  up  by  the  same  Spirit  to  the  Saviour  on  the  cross,  and  is  enabled  to 
embrace  him  with  humble,  joyful  faith,  as  his  own,  his  only  Saviour, — it  is 
then  that  he  has  the  "faithful  saying"  carried  home  to  his  heart — "that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  even  the  chief;"  then  that  he 
knows  experimentally  the  Gospel  to  be  indeed  "  a  good  message,"  "  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy,"  and  is  prepared  with  the  raptured  Apostle  to  "count  all 
things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord." 
Oh,  day  of  days  in  the  poor  sinner's  history — a  day  never  to  be  forgotten — to 
be  remembered  by  him  with  adoring  gratitude  through  everlasting  ages  ! 
Christians,  do  ye  remember  such  a  day  in  your  history  ?  Some  of  you,  it  is 
possible,  may  not  remember  the  precise  season.  The  Divine  Spirit  may,  in 
the  sovereign  mystery  of  his  ways,  have  spread  the  circumstances  connected 
with  your  "  translation  from  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son  " 
over  no  small  portion  of  your  earthly  course.  Or,  in  the  distinguishing  grace 
of  God,  it  may  have  imperceptibly  dawned  on  you  in  early  childhood,  or  during 
the  period  of  a  piously  trained  and  well  instructed  youth.  Still,  it  has  broken 
forth  in  its  great  and  most  blessed  foct,  and  in  its  holy  fruits ;  a  day  of  life 
from  the  dead,  of  resurrection  from  a  drearier  grave  than  any  of  the  charnel- 
houses  this  poor  dying  world  can  present  to  our  view;  a  day  out  of  the 
blackness  of  spiritual  darkness,  in  which  the  heaviest  of  all  burdens  is  re- 
moved, the  most  fearful  of  all  terrors  is  dissipated  or  prevented ;  a  hope  full  of 
immortality  sheds  itself  over  and  gladdens  the  heart,  and  the  happy  soul  goes 
forth  from  the  bondage  of  Satan,  into  "  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of 
God."  Surely,  surely,  the  recollection  and  the  humble  confidence  of  such  a 
day  should  open  and  draw  forth  the  heart  in  love  to  Christ,  zeal  for  his  cause, 
and  joyful  effort  for  its  advancement  on  the  earth  ! 

II.  The  Ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  particularly.  They  include  all  the 
divinely  appointed  observances  of  the  Church  of  Christ  where  she  is  already 
established,  and  all  the  scriptural  means  put  in  operation  for  extending  her 
boundaries  at  home  and  abroad.  The  Christian  Sabbath,  the  Sanctuary  with 
all  its  sacred  and  precious  observances,  the  ministry  of  the  word,  the  training 
of  youth  for  that  ministry,  the  pious  education  of  the  young,  the  universal  dif- 
fusion of  the  word  of  life,  and  the  sending  forth  of  well  prepared  and  devoted 
men  to  proclaim  in  all  the  benighted  regions  of  the  earth  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation;  these  are  the  ordinances,  or,  fit  least,  the  most  prominent  ot  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  instituted  by  the  Church's  Head,  and  by  Him  con- 
fided to  the  love,  the  care,  the  devoted  allegiance  of  his  friends  and  followers; 
and  by  a  high  and  solemn  regard  to  which,  at  once  His  glory  and  their  own 
best  and  dearest  interests  for  time  and  eternity  will  be  promoted. 
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Much  loved  have  the  ordinances  of  the  Church  been — specially  so  her 
public  assemblies — by  her  genuine  members  in  all  ages.  It  was  so  under  the 
former  dispensation.  They  knew  them  not  in  their  light  and  fulness,  as  we 
in  New  Testament  times  are  privileged  to  do;  but  believers  even  under  the 
darker  economy  loved  those  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God  which  they  did 
enjoy.  Their  sacred  institutions,  it  is  true,  were  ceremonial,  typical, 
"shadows  of  good  things  to  come ;"  they  were  not  intended,  and  they  were  not 
commanded  to  be  carried  forth  to  other  nations,  and  circulated  as  observances 
throughout  the  earth.  Proselytes,  indeed,  were  not  forbidden — were  received 
i  from  other  lands.  Many  thousands  of  such  in  process  of  time  joined  themselves 
to  the  faith  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  were  admitted  into  the  privileges  of  the 
Church.  But  the  whole  dispensation  was  only  introductory — preparatory  to 
the  advent  of  the  promised  Saviour  in  "  the  fulness  of  the  time,"  and  the 
bringing  in  of  "a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved."  Comparatively  dark, 
however,  as  their  institutions  were,  multitudes,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  were 
led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  such  an  understanding  of  them,  as  to  recognise 
the  Messiah  whom  they  typified,  and  believe  on  him  to  the  saving  of  their  souls. 
In  the  prosperous  and  happy  days  of  the  Church  of  Israel,  and,  afterwards,  in 
some  glorious  seasons  of  revival  and  gladness  in  the  land  of  Judah,  under  the 
ministry  of  the  prophets  and  seers,  assembled  multitudes  "joined  themselves 
to  the  Lord,"  entered  into  solemn  covenant  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers,  and  "  sware  unto  the  Lord  with  a  loud  voice,  and  with  shouting,  and 
with  trumpets,  and  with  cornets,  and  rejoiced  at  the  oath,  and  he  was  found 
of  them,  and  gave  them  rest  round  about." 

Much  loved  were  the  Church  of  Israel's  ordinances  in  those  times  of  re- 
freshing from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  In  the  raptured  strains  of  her 
inspired  Psalmist,  her  pious  members  expressed  their  regard  to  them  and  their 
delight  in  them  from  generation  to  generation.  "Amiable  were  the  tabernacles 
of  Jehovah."  "  Their  souls  longed,  yea,  even  fainted  for  the  courts  of  the 
Lord."  "  A  day  in  his  courts  was  better  than  a  thousand."  "  I  was  glad," 
sung  the  thousands  of  Israel  at  their  solemn  feasts,  "  I  was  glad  when  they 
said  unto  me.  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Our  feet  shall  stand 
within  thy  gates,  O  Jerusalem  !  because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I 
will  seek  thy  good."  Amid  the  long  and  sad  desolations  of  their  captivity, 
they  remembered  "  Zion,  the  city  of  their  solemnities."  Weeping,  "they  hung 
their  harps  upon  the  willows,"  and  had  no  heart  to  "  sing  the  Lord's  song  in 
.  a  foreign  land."  But  they  could  protest,  and  say,  ''If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem, 
let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning ;  if  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my 
chief  jo3^" 

Nor  less  hallowed  and  endeared  have  the  Church's  ordinances  been  to  God's 
believing  people  in  New  Testament  times.  In  the  Gospel  Zion  they  have  been 
"born  again,"  enrolled  among  "  the  living  in  Jerusalem,"  numbered  among  the 
"  called,"  "sealed,"  sacramental  host,  who  "stand  with  the  Lamb  on  the  Mount 
Zion,"  and  who  "  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  goeth."  And  from  the 
day  of  that  spiritual  birth,  and  consecration  to  the  Lord,  the  ordinances  of  Christ 
have  been  the  means  of  spiritual  growth,  "the  wells  of  salvation"  whence  they 
have  "drawn  water  with  joy,"  the  springs  of  their  whole  peace,  and  happiness, 
and  usefulness  in, the  church  and  the  world.  "Hallowed  ordinances  !"  each 
one  of  them  will  say,  "  in  them  I  first  knew  the  Lord — tasted  and  saw  that  he 
is  good.  They  were  to  me  'the  house  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.'  'One 
thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after;  that  I  may  dwell  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple." 
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Precious  as  these  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  are,  infinitely  momentous  as  they 
are  in  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  present  and  everlasting  happiness 
of  mankind,  their  maintenance  and  extension  must  be  a  matter  of  supreme 
importance.  That  they  shall  be  maintained  and  extended,  admits  of  no  doubt. 
It  is  secured,  made  infallibly  certain,  by  the  purpose  and  the  promise  of 
almighty,  immutable  Jehovah.  Hostility  exists.  The  powers  of  darkness 
have  conspired  to  frustrate  it.  Infidel  and  ungodly  men  have  combined  to 
withstand  it.  They  are  doing  so  in  our  own  eventful  times.  "  But  why  do 
the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing  ?  He  that  sitteth  in 
the  heavens  shall  laugh;  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision."  "He  shall 
speak  to  them  in  his  Avrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure.  Yet  have 
I  set  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion."  No,  the  perpetuity  of  the  Church 
and  her  ordinances,  as  the  means  of  transmitting  the  Gospel  throughout  all 
generations,  is  no  matter  of  uncertainty  or  doubt.  "  All  flesh  is  grass,  and 
all  the  goodliness  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the  field.  The  grass  withereth, 
the  flower  fadeth,  but  the  word  of  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever." 

Meanwhile,  it  has  seemed  good  to  the  Divine  Author  of  the  Gospel  and  its 
institutions  to  employ  the  instrumentality  and  agency  of  his  Church  and 
people  for  their  maintenance  and  extension.  And  in  this  have  been  signally 
manifested  his  condescension  and  grace.  He  has  identified  his  glory  with 
the  work  and  the  duty  of  his  Church.  Ketaining  to  himself,  as  is  most  meet, 
the  eflScacy  of  the  instrumentality  he  employs,  he  has  been  pleased  to  place 
his  Church,  and  each  individual  member  of  his  Church,  in  the  high  and  holy 
position  of  being  co-workers  with  him  in  the  most  wondrous,  most  beneficent, 
most  God-like,  God-glorifying  work  of  which  this  world  of  ours  has  ever  been, 
or  ever  will  be  the  scene:  and  thus  has  he  at  once  conferred  signal  honour 
on  his  professing  people,  and  afforded  them  the  opportunity  of  bodying  forth 
one  of  the  most  unambiguous  and  endearing  testimonies  of  their  love  to  their 
Kedeemer  and  his  cause,  which  it  could  possibly  be  in  their  power  to  give. 

On  this  testimony  of  Christian  love  we  shall  proceed  in  our  next  article  to 
make  some  remarks.  M. 
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About  the  middle  of  last  year  the  Young  Men's  Societies'  Union — consisting 
of  young  men  belonging  to  our  Presbyterian  congregations  in  London — offered  | 
prizes  for  the  two  best  essays  on  "  the  correlative  duties  of  young  men  to  the  j 
Church  and  of  the  Church  to  young  men."  The  adjudicators — who  were  | 
not  "  young  men  " — reported  the  completion  of  their  labours  in  March  last,  i 
and  the  best  essay  was  declared  to  be  that  furnished  by  Mr.  John  Grant.  | 
It  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Union  held  at  the  Milton  Club  in  March  last,  i 
when  the  decision  of  the  adjudicators  received  approval. 

The  essay  is  valuable  not  as  a  specimen  of  fine  writing,  but  from  its  strong 
practical  common  sense.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  avail  ourselves  of  the 
kindness  of  the  writer,  who,  by  request,  has  placed  it  at  our  disposal ;  and 
we  now  lay  before  our  readers  some  of  the  most  practical  portions  of  it, 
which  are  worthy  the  attention  of  every  member  of  the  Church,  especially  | 
of  her  young  men.  | 

After  a  somewhat  lengthy  introduction  Mr.  Grant  says: —  j 

"  We  cannot  profess  to  say  anything  new  on  such  a  subject  as  the  claims  of 
the  Church  upon  young  men,  but  we  do  not  generally  need  information  so  much 
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as  impressiou.  The  most  obvious  things  are  precisely  those  that  need  to  be 
most  urgently  pressed  upon  us,  as— 

"  1.  The  C/mrch  has  a  claim  upon  everi/  yoiuig  man  to  become  a  member  of  her 
communion. 

"  This  is  a  claim  most  evident,  and  yet  it  is  one  which  is  generally  much  neg- 
lected ;  membership  seems  to  be  looked  upon  by  many  with  indifference,  as  a 
privilege  not  to  be  sought  for  till  they  arrive  at  a  certain  age,  and  as  if  its  non- 
observance  were  no  sin. 

"  But  it  would  be  of  infinite  advantage  did  every  young  man  consider  it  more 
fully  and  seriously  than  he  does,  for  there  is  no  command  in  God's  word 
more  positive  than  '  do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.'  It  is  not  optional  in  the 
slightest;  it  is  as  clear  and  obligatory  as  the  moral  law. 

"We  know  the  difficulties  which  some  feel  in  complying  with  it,  and  the 
excuses  they  make  for  its  neglect;  but  whatever  ideas  they  may  entertain 
regarding  it,  its  obligations-  can  never  be  relaxed,  and  its  non-observance, 
arising,  as  ifc  invariably  does,  from  want  of  faith  and  love,  is  a  positive  sin. 
The  institution  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper  was  not  intended,  as  many 
seem  to  think,  so  much  for  believers  to  make  an  outward  profession  of  their 
faith,  as  to  keep  them  in  remembrance  of  their  Redeemer,  and  of  the  wonderful 
manifestation  of  love  that  he  made  on  their  behalf.  Some  may  fear  to  observe 
it  from  an  extreme  feeling  of  their  unworthiness  and  sinfulaess,  and  a  terror 
lest,  having  confessed  him  before  men,  their  backsliding  might  give  occasion  to 
enemies  to  blaspheme  ;  but  all  that  was  not  forgotten  when  Christ  appointed 
the  feast.  He  knew  the  trials  and  temptations  that  his  people  should  endure, 
and  he  remembered  their  infirmities  too  ;  and  no  consideration  of  their  future 
falling  was  ever  entertained  as  a  reason  why  this  ordinance  should  not  be 
observed  the  very  moment  one  spark  of  intelligent  love  was  excited  in  a  sinner's 
heart ;  and  abstaining  from  it  on  account  of  this  is  either  a  deplorable  forgetful- 
ness  or  a  practical  denial  of  his  repeated  assurance — '  My  grace  is  sufficient  for 
thee  ;  my  strength  shall  be  made  perfect  in  your  weakness.'  ]S"o  one  has  any 
conception  of  the  Saviour's  power  or  his  love  till  he  actually  comes  to  require 
them,  for  the  measure  of  grace  he  has  already  experienced  is  no  criterion  of 
future  supplies.  The  amount  that  is  promised  is  just  the  exact  amount  of 
his  necessity — >'  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need  ' — and  the  actual  benefit  of 
observing  his  command  will  soon  be  realised  by  a  strengthening  of  former 
affections,  and  a  greater  anxiety  and  watchfulness  felt  to  abstain  from  the  very 
appearance  of  sin.  No  one  can  know  the  benefit  that  obedience  to  God's 
commandment  brings  till  he  actually  obeys.  'In  keeping  of  His  command- 
ments there  is  great  reward.' 

"2.  The  Church  has  a  claim  upon  every  yoiong  man  for  Ms  prayers.  .  .  . 
"  3.  The  Church  has  claims  upon  young  men  for  active  assistance  in  promoting 
her  schemes.  Instrumcntally  the  Lord  has  committed  his  work  unto  the  Church  ; 
and  if  the  ungodly  and  unconverted  are  ever  to  be  saved  it  must  be  through  the 
active  operation  of  God's  own  people,  and  every  member  of  Christ's  Church 
has  his  own  particular  part  of  these  operations  to  perform.  These  will 
necessarily  depend  upon  local  circumstances,  and  may  be  as  varied  as  the 
congregations  of  the  Church  themselves ;  but  some  of  the  more  general,  in 
which  young  men  can  assist,  are — 

1st.  Sabbath  School  Teaching.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  most  natural  channel 
for  letting  new  and  powerful  affections  for  the  Saviour  manifest  themselves. 
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and  to  do  something  for  him,  is  perhaps  the  strongest  impulse  of  every  serious  ' 
right-hearted  man. 

"Great  mistakes  vre  think  are  often  made  regarding  the  qualifications 
for  a  Sabbath  School  teacher.  We  by  no  means  think  that  willing- 
minded  and  good-natured  young  men  merely  are  sufficiently  qualified  ;  or  that 
any  kind  of  teaching  will  do  for  children !  But  neither  do  we  believe,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  any  one  need  expect  to  find  himself  thoroughly  adapted  with- 
out preparation  and  practice.  The  great  requirements  of  every  teacher  are —  ! 
that  he  himself  has  his  heart  full  of  love  to  Christ,  and  feels  every  word  lie 
says  as  well  as  understands  it ;  that  he  forms  a  proper  estimate  of  a  human  soul, 
and  does  not  look  upon  his  scholars  as  they  are — perhaps  poor,  ignorant,  filthy, 
and  repulsive,  but  in  the  light  of  immortality,  as  they  shall  be  thousands  of 
years  hereafter,  with  souls  capable  of  infinite  felicity,  and  yet  able  to  endure 
everlasting  torment ;  and  that  to  procure  the  one  and  escape  the  other  is  the 
object  of  his  work.  He  must  feel  perfect  confidence  in  the  guide  he  recom- 
mends, and  see  its  complete  adaptation  to  the  purpose — that  '  the  law  of  the 
Lord  is  peefect,  converting  the  soul ;  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure, 
making  wise  the  simple  ;  the  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  rigJit,  rejoicing  the  heart ;  i 
and  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether;'  where 
that  knowledge  and  consciousness  are  wanting  there  is  no  substitute  or  qualifi- 
cation whatever.  We  say  so  without  hesitation,  for  many,  with  good  inten- 
tions, but  not  thoroughly  qualified,  lose  heart  when  they  find  their  success  is 
small,  and  there  is  no  security  either  for  faithful  teaching  or  much  hope  of 
blessed  results.  But  on  those  who  have  the  gifts  and  graces  required,  the 
claims  of  the  Church  need  scarcely  be  urged.  It  is  the  very  essence  of  Christ's 
religion  to  be  continually  doing  good,  and  the  social  relationships  that  bind 
us  together,  and  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  all  members  of  the  community 
suffering  and  rejoicing  together,  are  silent,  but  powerful  sermons  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claims  that  our  poor  hell- wandering  brothers  have  upon  every  one 
who  understands  the  way  of  salvation.  IS'othing  like  selfishness  withers  every 
good  and  holy  feeling  ;  and  nothing  like  active  disinterested  benevolence  gives 
such  true  and  lasting  joy,  or  so  thoroughly  prepares  for  a  blessed  immortality. 
Myriads  of  souls  are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge — who  can  refuse  to  teach 
and  save  ? 

2nd.  By  becoming  ministers  of  the  word.  It  may  not  perhaps  be  in  the 
power  of  so  many  to  assist  by  this  means  as  the  former  one  we  stated,  still  if 
any  have  the  ability  for  the  work,  he  is  bound  to  undertake  it  whatever  the 
consequences  may  be.  Every  one  must  hold  himself  willing  and  ready  to  do 
or  to  he  anything  by  which  he  can  most  glorify  God.  He  is  not  his  own,  he 
is  bought  with  a  price,  and  has  no  right  to  please  himself.  It  is  deeply,  very 
deeply,  to  be  deplored,  that  so  few  seem  to  think  so,  and  that  so  few  young  men 
— even  those  who  have  specially  the  gifts  and  graces  required — seem  inclined 
to  dedicate  themselves  to  this  work  without  some  guarantee  that  their  temporal 
interests  will  be  secured.  JFar  are  we  from  thinking  that  the  labourer  is 
not  worthy  of  his  hire,  or  that  any  ministry  can  be  efficient  without  being  far 
above  anxiety  regarding  temporal  comforts  and  necessities ;  but  we  do  believe 
that  the  carnality  of  man  often  makes  the  ministry  more  a  profession,  as  a  means 
to  obtain  a  livelihood,  than  as  a  means  of  converting  souls.  How  many  begin 
studying  ybr  the  ministry  from  a  strong  conviction  of  the  value  of  souls  !  And 
to  the  want  of  this  single  eye — this  pure  and  perfect  motive — is  not  the  absence 
of  those  marvellous  revivals  that  have  so  often  refreshed  the  Church  to  be  in  a 
great  measure  attributed  ? 
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*'  Again,  mucli  benefit  and  power  we  believe  are  lost  to  the  Church  from  her 
not  employing  the  peculiar  gifts  and  graces  she  may  possess  ;  and  one  of 
those  we  specially  refer  to  is  Lay  i)reac1iing.  We  have  no  sympathy  whatever 
with  the  outcry  against  this  particular  method  of  usefulness,  nor  can  we  under- 
stand why  there  should  be  any  objection  at  all ;  foB  though,  in  some  cases,  it 
might  be  injurious,  the  good,  we  are  persuaded,  would  infinitely  overbalance 
the  evil.  An  educated  and  thoroughly  qualified  ministry  is  unquestionably 
essential,  if  Christ's  people  are  to  grow  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in  grace,  and  the 
Church  is  to  make  any  progress  in  the  earth ;  but  while  the  command  is  so 
conspicuous  and  distinct,  *  Let  him  that  heareth  say  come,'  who  can  object 
to  an  army  of  godly  volunteers  besieging  every  stronghold  of  Satan's  in  every 
town  and  village  in  the  kingdom  ?  And  strongly  would  we  urge  every  young 
man  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  Christ's  love  and  burning  to  make  others 
partakers  of  it,  to  go  without  fear  or  hesitation,  and  invite  every  weary  and 
heavy-laden  sinner  to  come  to  Christ  for  rest — not  discussing,  as  is  so  often 
done,  vague  and  useless  questions  with  unbelievers,  as  to  the  existence  of  a 
God,  a  heaven  and  a  hell,  and  thus  putting  the  Almighty,  as  it  were,  always  on 
his  defence — not  for  the  purpose  of  dispelling  doubts,  nor  to  satisfy  the  cavilling 
carnality  of  his  creatures — but  let  them  go  with  honest  hearts  and  holy  zeal 
and  hold  up  Christ  Jesus  as  the  Lamb  slain  for  their  sins,  and  the  only  Mediator 
between  God  and  man  ! 

"  But  perhaps  some  have  no  courage  or  power  to  speak  so  openly,  and  yet 
feel  their  love  as  intense  ;  well,  try  and  lay  hold  of  one  soul,  and  try  and  save 
that  one  !  Oh,  what  opportunities  have  we  all  got  for  doing  something  for  our 
Redeemer !  What  good  we  might  do,  watching  carefully  and  tenderly  the 
first  buddings  of  one  little  child's  immortal  life,  and  gently  and  lovingly  hold- 
ing up  to  its  affection  and  its  love  Him  who  is  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand 
and  the  altogether  lovely !  How  many  more  could  go  and  visit  the  sick — pray 
and  read  with  them~or  even  use  their  influence  in  getting  children  sent  to 
school !  Much  nobler  service  this  than  some  seem  to  think,  and  worthy  of  a 
noble  mind.  Even  the  cup  of  cold  water  given  in  the  name  of  a  disciple  shall 
in  no  wise  lose  its  reward.  If  angels  can  care  for  little  ones,  and  minister  to 
their  necessities,  oh,  surely  there  is  something  angelic  too  in  being  fellow- 
workers  with  them  P  Some,  again,  have  greater  opportunities  for  being  hospi- 
table than  others.  Have  you  an  educated  mind,  or  an  accomplished  manner, 
or  a  warm  and  sympathising  heart  that  would  make  your  society  a  blessing,  or 
even  valuable  to  many  a  poor  solitary  stranger  who  comes  to  live  in  this 
tempting  and  cold-hearted  city  ;  and  don't  let  false  modesty  deny  them  if  they 
exist ;  they  are  God's  gifts  to  you,  and  he  expects  the  praise.  Then  use  your 
hospitality  without  grudging.  Oh,  what  good  such  kindness  would  accom- 
plish !  What  a  blessing  you  might  confer  on  the  whole  Church  of  Christ ! 
Just  consider.  You  first  excite  that  man's  gratitude  and  love,  and  you  will 
secure  his  intercessions  at  the  throne  of  grace.  And  what  higher  remunera- 
tion need  you  covet  ?  His  parents  will  be  told  in  his  frequent  home-letter  of 
all  the  courtesy  and  kindness  that  you  show  him  ;  and,  oh,  what  trembling 
solicitude  will  be  soothed,  what  joy  will  it  send  through  their  hearts  to  know 
that  their  son  was  cared  for  hy  you  when  he  left  his  home  and  its  comforts  to 
struggle  with  trials  and  sufl'erings  of  which  he  little  knew,  and  that  he  might 
have  been  tossed  on  the  billows  of  temptation,  or  plunged  in  depths  of  misery 
but  for  your  timely  and  benevolent  interference !  Oh,  what  fervent  supplica- 
tion will  rise  to  heaven  for  blessings  on  you,  his  generous-hearted  friend!  Who 
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can  conceive  of  the  worth  of  a  mother's  fervent  prayers,  for  what  will  they  not 
procure  ?  They  will  burst  the  clouds  that  are  big  with  mercy,  and  bring 
blessings  on  your  head — which,  though  unnoticed  and  unthought  of  by  you 
may  benefit  you  nevertheless  through  all  eternity.  Entertain  strangers  then, 
and  do  it  heartily;  for  you  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  such  entertainment 
brings,  or  else  you  have  known  want,  and  let  none  through  your  indifference  j 
fall  into  your  place  of  sorrow.  Entertain  strangers,  for  some  have  enter-  ' 
tained  angels  unawares,  and  you  may  save  souls  from  death  thereby  and  cover 
a  multitude  of  sins  ! 

"  Another  claim  which  the  Church  has  upon  her  young  men  is  their  contribu- 
tions to  her  schemes,  and  this  claim  also  we  do  not  think  is  sufficiently  realised. 
Wealth  is  a  gift  as  much  as  our  natural  endowments,  and  like  them  it  is  not  to 
be  selfishly  applied.  All  the  riches  we  possess  are  simply  given  to  us  for  the 
purpose  of  re- distribution  among  God's  necessitous  people ;  and  woe  be  to  him 
who  expends  them  on  himself.  To  make  money  of  course  is  legitimate,  and  the 
natural  reward  that  God  who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy  has  attached 
to  diligence  in  business ;  but  he  who  strives  for  it  at  the  expense  of  his  higher 
interests,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  he  may  extend  his  usefulness  and 
benefit  others,  is  guilty  of  a  great  sin.  To  acquire  wealth  is  not  the  object  of 
a  man's  life,  it  is  merely  a  means  to  its  accomplishment ;  and  strange  it  is  that 
people  take  so  long  to  believe  it,  or  that  believing  it,  their  practice  is  so 
inconsistent.  Were  our  object  entirely  to  do  good  with  what  wealth  God  gives 
us,  oh,  what  a  different  world  would  this  be !  What  a  guarantee  would  it 
give  us  from  all  kinds  of  frauds,  from  all  over-reaching  !  from  what  sorrow 
would  it  free  us !  what  different  feelings  would  all  entertain  towards  one 
another !  how  smoothly  and  agreeably  would  all  things  flow,  how  quickly 
would  the  kingdom  of  righteousness  advance,  did  every  one  look  not  only 
upon  his  own  things  but  also  on  the  things  of  others  !  And  from  whence 
should  tliis  example  come  if  not  from  those  ^  ho  confess  that  they  are  strangers 
and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and  that  their  treasure  is  laid  up  in  heaven  ? 

And  till  God's  own  people  practise  what  they  profess,  make  wealth  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  his  kingdom  here,  and  feel  that  wealth  increases  respon- 
sibility, it  will  ever  be  the  *'  root  of  all  evil,"  and  pierce  its  possessors  through 
with  many  sorrows.  And  those  who  cannot  contribute  money,  can  they  not 
collect  contributions  from  others,  which  is  most  frequently  the  greater  con- 
tribution of  the  two  ? 

But  though  neither  of  the  claims  we  have  stated  may  be  within  the  power 
of  every  young  man,  his  responsibility  nevertheless  remains,  and  the  Church 
has  claims  upon  him  still  to  do  something.  What  this  something  is  must  very 
much  depend  upon  his  own  natural  inclinations,  and  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
his  own  conscience.  But  we  fear  that,  in  the  selection  of  this  "  something" 
there  is  often  exhibited  a  considerable  want  of  discrimination,  chiefly  arising 
from  want  of  self-knowledge,  and  much  power  and  labour  are  in  consequence 
lost.  We  think,  therefore,  that  eve^^y  one,  whatever  be  his  position  or  his 
talents,  should  earnestly  and_anxiously  study,  first  of  all  his  oim  self,  and  try  to 
ascertain  thoroughly  his  own  powers,  what  work  he  is  naturally  adapted  for, 
and  what,  with  God's  help,  he  is  most  likely  to  accomplish  with  success.  It  is 
a  great  mistake,  which  only  our  conceit  produces,  to  envy  the  gifts  of  others 
and  despise  our  own  ;  and  it  is  dangerous,  too,  for  any  one  to  engage  in  work 
for  which  he  has  no  aptitude  ;  damaging  to  the  cause  he  advocates ;  useless,  if 
not  worse  than  useless,  to  those  whose  interests  he  has  at  heart ;  and  it  must 
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be  irksome  and  unsatisfactory  to  himself,  if  not  positively  engendering  dislike 
to  philanthr  pic  labours  of  every  kind.    And  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a 
spurious  modesty  we  so  often  see,  and  one  which  deserves  universal  condemna- 
tion, in  men  of  known  intelligence  shrinking  from  work  of  all  kinds  because 
they  imagine  that  they  are  not  qualified  and  so  many  others  are  more  able 
than  they  ;  yet,  were  the  true  reason  discovered,  it  would  probably  be  found  an 
unworthy  plea  for  idleness.     There  are  extremes  in  all  things  into  which 
people  are  apt  to  run  ;  but  unless  strength  and  time  are  to  be  uselessly  ex- 
pended, we  think  every  young  man  must  try  and  carefully  form  a  proper  esti- 
mate of  his  own  powers,  avoiding  conceit  on  the  one  hand  and  diffidence  on  the 
other ;  and  then,  whatever  his  hands  find  to  do,  doing  it  with  all  his  might. 
Yet  how  many  find  excuses  for  doing  nothing  !  how  comparatively  few  labour- 
ers are  there  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord !    And  to  you  who  may  form  part  of 
this  innumerable  class,  we  put  it  to  your  conscience,  when  making  such  ex- 
cuses, whether  you  have  ever,  for  one  half  hour,  prayerfully  thought  on  your 
position  and  qualifications  when  you  so  generally  object  to  every  scheme  of 
benevolence  that  has  been  proposed  to  you !    Have  you  ever  gone  to  your 
Father's  footstool  with  an  honest  heart,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  know  his 
will,  and  to  ask  his  grace  to  help  you  to  do  it  ?    And  do  you  believe,  if  not, 
that  you  speak  the  truth,  when  you  say  that  you  can  do  nothing  for  Christ's 
sake  ?    Have  you  ever  thought  on  the  slight  that  you  cast  upon  His  loving 
and  Almighty  Spirit  who  promises  to  help  your  infirmities  ?    Or,  has  he  sent 
you  into  this  world  without  one  faculty  you  can  in  any  way  consecrate  to  his  ser- 
vice?   Have  you  ever  thought  on  the  power  of  littles,  and  your  smallest  gift 
what  mighty  things  it  can  perform — how  it  is  part  of  your  Father's  purpose 
to  accomplish  all  things  by  the  meanest  instrumentality,  that  he  may  get  all 
the  glory?     How  he  makes  'babes'  perfect  his  praise — 'worms'  to  over- 
throw mountains,  and  the  'foolishness  of  preaching'  to  save  the  lost?  Oh, 
that  you  could  trace  the  consequences  of  your  meanest  acts,  and  get  a  bird's- 
eye  view  of  them  as  they  travel  onwards  to  eternity,  affecting  both  the  life 
and  the  character  of  others,  and  bringing  miseries  or  mercies  in  their  train,  as 
well  as  you  can  trace  the  effects  of  theirs  who  have  long  since  passed  away. 
Could  you  ever  remember  that  the  slavery  of  a  nation  for  centuries,  and  with 
it  almost  the  eclipse  of  religion  in  the  world — that  the  most  wonderful  mani- 
festation of  the  Divine  character,  its  majesty  and  power,  its  long-suffering 
and  love — that  the  desolation  of  whole  kingdoms,  and  the  destruction  of  whole 
races,  could  trace  their  origin  to  the  innocent  narration  of  a  little  boy's  dream,  j 
oh,  how  mighty  then  would  the  consequences  of  little  things  appear !    How  I 
would  you  then  feel  the  power  you  possessed,  and  what  an  influence,  for  good 
or  evil,  you  exerted  on  every  being  you  associated  with  in  life !    And  why 
should  you  imagine  that  your  little  movements  should  be  less  momentous  in 
their  consequences  than  the  telling  Joseph's  dream  ?    The  process  may  be 
slow  and  the  results  invisible  for  many  a  long  year,  but  they  are  nevertheless 
sure.    Every  thought  you  express  has  its  influence  as  well  as  your  every 
action.    And  while  a  gracious  arrangement  it  is  that  our  prospect  is  so  circum- 
scribed, since  our  little  souls  could  neither  contain  the  joy  nor  endure  the  grief 
that  our  own  words  and  actions  produce,  most  blessed  is  it  still  to  know  that 
we  possess  such  power,  and  have  such  opportunities  for  continually  doing 
good.    No  man  on  earth  lives  to  himself,  or  possibly  can  ;  and  no  one  has  ever 
been  unable  to  do  something  for  God  except  he  who  has  been  disinclined.  Oh, 
then,  do  not  deceive  your  own  soul  by  such  useless  imaginations,  for  God 
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knows  exactly  all  the  gifts  and  graces  he  has  given  you;  and  for  the  use 
you  make  of  these  will  he  bring  you  into  judgment.    'Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.'  " 
[To  he  concluded  in  our  next.) 


{Original  and  Selected.) 
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HENRY  WARD  BEECHER. 


We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  this  coun- 
try of  tlie  Rev.  Ilenrj  Ward  Beecher,  the 
brother  of  Mrs.  Stowe.  Few  people  how- 
ever have  had  any  adequate  opportunity  of 
forming  an  opinion  of  his  merits  as  a  preacher. 
Many  here,  as  in  his  own  country,  identify 
him  mainly  with  speeches  and  sermons  on 
anti-slavery  subjects.  They  do  not  know 
that  for  nine  years  he  has  been  the  stated 
pastor  of  one  congregation,  to  whom  he  be- 
comes more  and  more  acceptable  and  be- 
loved every  year.  His  preaching  and  con- 
duct generally  are  marked  by  great  eccen- 
tricities, still  he  is  a  very  powerful  preacher, 
and  he  has  attracted  around  him  a  large  and 
ardent  band  of  young  admirers.  He  hag 
published  much  in  serials,  and  a  collection 
of  his  essays  has  been  given  to  the  world, 
under  the  title  of  "The  Star  Papers." 
Recently  one  of  his  lady  hearers,  who  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  noting  down  the  more 
striking  passages  in  his  sermons,  has  pre- 
pared a  selection  of  these.  They  are  pictures, 
so  to  speak,  with  which  Mr.  Beecher  il- 
lustrates his  sermons.  Here  are  some  of 
them  : — 

"  As  the  pilot-boats  cruise  far  out,  watch- 
ing for  every  whitening  sail,  and  hover 
through  day  and  night  all  about  the  har- 
bour, vigilant  to  board  every  ship,  that  they 
may  safely  bring  throng  the  ^sarow 
tlie  wanderers  of  the  ocean,  so  should  we 
watch  off  the  gate  of  Salvation  for  all  the 
souls,  tempest-tossed,  beating  in  from  the 
sea  of  Sin,  and  guide  them  through  the 
perilous  straits,  that  at  last,  in  still  waters, 
they  may  cast  the  anchor  of  their  hope." 

"  The  sweetest  music  is  not  the  peal  of 


marriage  bells,  nor  tender  descants  in  moon- 
lit woods,  nor  trumpet  notes  of  victory — 
it  is  the  soul's  welcome  to  heaven.  Grod 
grant  that  when  we  die  there  may  not  come 
booming  to  our  ear  the  dreadful  sound, 
'  Depart ! '  but  may  we  hear,  steahng  upon 
the  air,  the  mellow  chime  of  all  the  celestial 
bells,  saying,  'Come,  come,  come  ye  blessed, 
enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord  ! '  " 

"  A  child  lies  in  his  little  bed  in  some 
high  chamber  of  an  old  castle,  and  hears  the 
air  growling  in  the  chimney,  and  the 
prowling  thief-winds  at  the  window,  and 
the  scream  of  the  spirits  of  the  air.  The 
storm  rocks  the  walls  and  beats  upon  the 
roof,  and  he  shudders,  and  covers  his  head, 
and  expects  at  every  burst  of  thunder 
that  the  castle  will  go  crashing  to  the 
ground.  But  down  in  the  room  below  his 
father  sits  unmoved,  reading  by  the  fire, 
only  now  and  then,  when  the  tempest  swells, 
he  raises  his  spectacles  for  a  moment, 
and  exclaims,  '  God  help  the  poor  wretches 
on  the  sea  to-night ; '  or,  '  I  hope  no  be- 
lated traveller  is  out  in  such  a  storm  as 
this and  then  turns  to  his  book  again.  In 
the  morning  the  child  hardly  dares  to  look 
forth,  lest  the  heavens  and  the  earth  have 
passed  away  ;  but  the  father  only  walks  in- 
to his  garden,  to  see  if  some  old  tree  has 
been  blown  down,  or  some  unpropped  vine 
has  fallen  from  the  trellis. 

"  In  times  of  peril  and  disaster,  the  Chris- 
tian, through  his  faith  and  hope  in  God,  is 
like  the  father  by  the  fire,  while  he  who  has 
no  such  trust  is  tormented  with  fear  and  ap- 
prehension, like  the  child  in  the  chamber. 
Let  him  who  will,  swelter  in  his  philosophic 
anguish;  I  will  rest  in  the  serenity  of 
Christian  hope." 

"  When  we  receive  a  grace,  it  is  not  be- 
cause God,  out  of  his  infinite  stores,  takes 
a  grace  and  hands  it  down  to  us,  but  be- 
cause it  is  produced  in  our  life.  As  pictures 
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are  slid  into  a  magic  lantern,  and  then  re- 
llected  upon  a  wall,  so  many  people  tliink 
God  slides  graces  into  the  heart,  and  that 
the  man's  life  only  reflects  them.  But 
graces  are  not  interjected  pictures.  Then' 
forms  and  colour  ai-e  the  substance  of  the 
heart.  The  engineer  docs  not  bring  the 
journey  to  the  locomotive ;  the  locomotive 
produces  it.  When  a  watch  is  rightly  con- 
structed, Grod  does  not  put  time  into  it 
horn*  by  hour  j  the  regular  working  of 
the  machinery,  so  far  as  the  watch  is  con- 
cerned, makes  and  marks  the  time.  Now, 
religion,  the  sum  of  the  graces,  is  making 
the  right  journey  heavenward— keeping 
time  to  God." 

The  Revivals. 
'The  accounts  which  continue  to  come 
over  as  to  the  progress  of  the  religious 
awakening  are  very  cheering.  It  seems 
now  to  be  characterised  by  less  of  the 
excitement  and  extravagance  which  were 
apparent  at  first ;  but  its  influence  extends 
in  all  directions.  From  south  as  well  as 
north,  and  from  the  eastern  coasts  to  the 
far  west,  the  spu'it  of  earnest  inquiiy 
is  awakened.  It  has  leavened  schools  and 
colleges,  as  well  as  warerooms  and  counting- 
houses.  The  President  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege writes  to  a  local  paper  as  follows, 
under  date  of  April  16th  : 

"  The  religious  community  w^ill  be  inter- 
ested to  know  that  in  the  "  great  awaken- 
ing "  of  the  times,  Amherst  College  has  not 
been  passed  by  unblessed.  A  wonderful 
revival  of  religion  has  just  been  experienced 
here.  It  commenced  with  the  term  which 
has  recently  closed.  From  small  begin- 
nings it  made  gradual  progress,  until  our 
entire  collegiate  commimity  was  brought 
under  its  influence. 

"  Nearly  tlu*ee-quartcrs  of  our  number 
were  previously  professors  of  religion, 
about  twenty  of  tliem  having  taken  their 
stand  publicly  on  the  side  of  Christ 
some  months  before.  Of  the  remainder, 
between  forty  and  fifty  have  been  hopefully 
converted  during  the  term,  leaving  less  than 
twenty  in  the  whole  coUege  vmdecided. 
Besides  these,  ten  or  twelve  who  had  once 
been  professors,  some  of  them  giving  little 
if  any  evidence  of  piety,  were  awakened  and 
converted  anew,  while  nearly  the  whole 
body  of  Christian  students  seemed  to 
receive  a  fresh  baptism  of  the  Spirit. 

"  Of  the  senior  class,  but  three  or  four 
remain  who  have  not  openly  commenced 
the  Christian  hfe.  Of  the  junior  class  but 
one,  and  he  a  serious  inquirer  if  not  a 
Christian.  Of  the  Sophomore  class,  four 
or  five.    Of  the  freshmen,  nine  or  ten. 


"  The  work  has  been  characterised  by 
quietness  and  decorum.  No  extraordinary 
measures  were  adopted  to  promote  it.  No 
additional  meetings  were  held,  except  short 
meetings  for  prayer  in  groups  of  students 
by  themselves,  and  a  general  prayer-meet- 
ing, often  lunited  to  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  in  the  early  part  of  tlie  evening,  and 
for  the  last  ten  days  of  the  term  held 
nearly  every  evening  in  the  week. 

*'  Though  these  meetings  were  conducted 
on  the  voluntary  principle  throughout,  in 
many  prayers  and  exhortations  oSered  by 
students  and  others,  nothing  was  done  or 
said,  even  m  a  single  instance,  so  far  as  I 
rememberj  to  which  the  most  fastidious 
Christian  taste  could  take  exception,  and 
when  the  religious  feehng  was  strongest 
and  all-pervading,  not  a  single  regular  class 
recitation  was  omitted  in  consequence  of  it. 

"  The  reformation  of  character  and  man- 
ners was  no  less  remarkable  than  the  re- 
newal of  hearts.  CoUege  disciphne,  in  the 
way  of  restraint  and  censure,  seemed  to 
lose  its  ofiice.  Order  prevailed.  Study 
was  attended  to  as  a  rehgious  duty.  Sacred 
psalms  took  the  place  of  questionable  songs, 
and  social  reveh'ies  gave  way  to  heavenly 
friendships.  Many  young  men  have  been 
hopefully  snatched  from  ruin  and  inspu'ed 
with  new  feelings  of  self-respect,  and  new 
and  noble  determinations  for  the  future. 
How  they  will  hold  out  time  must  show. 
Generally,  in  such  cases,  some  fall  back. 
But  many  circumstances  inspire  us  with 
unusual  confidence,  that  this  unhappy  num- 
ber will  be  small.  The  changes  seem  to  us 
like  those  radical  and  permanent  ones,  of 
which,  under  the  power  of  rehgion,  we 
have  seen  so  many.  We  ask  the  prayers  of 
all  Christians.    Brethren,  pray  for  us." 

It  is  very  gratifying  and  cheering  to 
observe  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cases, 
the  awakening  arose  quietly  but  steadily, 
and  that  the  interest  has  been  deep  with- 
out excitement,  and  therefore  more  hopeful, 
as  more  likely  to  be  lasting.  The  late 
President,  Dr.  Hitchcock,  adds  his  testi- 
mony thus : — 

"  I  have  been  witness  to  all  these  since  the 
college  was  estabhshed,  except  the  first, 
dming  Dr.  Moore's  presidency,  and  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  remember  in  any  of  them 
such  an  almost  universal  and  thoroughly 
subduing  power  manifested,  as  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  the  term  just  closed. 
One  or  two  facts  will  show  this  to  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  college  life.  All 
such  know  the  intense  and  almost  irresisti- 
ble desire  of  the  students  to  start  for  home 
at  the  earliest  moment  of  release  at  the  end 
of  a  term.    But  this  year,  nearly  all  re- 
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niaiued  over  night,  at  the  invitation  of  Di*. 
Stearns,  that  they  might  attend  a  parting 
rehgious  meeting,  which  proved  one  of  in- 
tense interest.  Another  fact  is  new  to  the 
rehgious  history  of  the  college.  Those 
students  who  remain  in  town  during  vaca- 
tion, with  the  officers  and  their  families, 
meet  twice  a  week  for  prayer,  and  judging 
from  the  first  meeting  there  is  no  abate- 
ment of  religious  interest,  which  in  this 
way  we  may  reasonably  hope  will  be  ex- 
tended into  the  summer  term.  The  small 
number  of  those  left  imconverted,  much 
less  than  in  any  former  revival,  shows  also 
the  thoroughness  of  the  work. 

"Edward  Hitchcock,  Ex-President." 

Similar  accounts  are  received  from  Yale 
College  : — 

"  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  April 
15, 1858. — The  work  in  college  scai-cely  finds 
a  parallel  in  the  wliole  history  of  tlie  institu- 
tion. Many  and  fervent  prayers  have  as- 
cended to  the  throne  of  mercy  in  behalf  of 
the  college,  both  in  tliis  city  and  in  other 
places  ;  and  tliey  have  been  answered  by 
the  most  copious  blessings. — The  whole 
number  of  hopeful  conversions  during  the 
three  weeks  preceding  the  close  of  the  term 
amounted  to  at  least  108  persons.  In  the 
Sophomore  class,  which  contains  117  mem- 
bers, only  fifteen  remain  without  hope. 
Tiie  professed  followers  of  Christ  connected 
with  the  college,  have  evinced  a  hearty  inte- 
rest in  this  work  ;  most  of  them  have  been 
affected  with  a  continual  flow  of  healthful 
zeal,  doing  what  their  hands  found  to  do, 
and  thus  practically  acknowledging  the 
principle,  that  God  answers  the  prayers  of 
his  children,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
through  their  own  efforts." 

Growing  out  of  the  interest  connected 
with  the  revivals,  a  new  periodical  has  been 
started.  It  is  called  The  Way  of  Life ; 
and  it  "  advocates  the  interests  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  Evangelical  Christianity,  world- 
wide." Among  its  contributors,  are  the 
names  of  many  well-known  ministers  and 
laymen,  and  they  are  a  guarantee  for  its 
being  energetically  sustained.  The  first 
number  is  full  of  mteresting  and  instructive 
information  and  powerful  appeals,  all  bear- 
ing on  the  great  object  of  its  motto,  "  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Behold  I  set  before  you  the 
way  of  life." 

Tract  Distribution  in  Neiv  Orleans. 

One  of  the  city  missionaries  of  the 
Southern  Aid  Society,  who  labours  in  New 


Orleans,  in  his  monthly  report  for  March, 
writes,  that 

"  During  the  month  he  has  distributed 
upwards  of  15,000  pages  of  tracts  in  seven 
languages;  and  250  families  have  been 
visited,  about  three-fourths  of  whom  speak 
and  read  the  Frencli  language.  Forty-nine  i 
children  have  been  pledged  to  attend  our 
Sabbath  Schools;  thirty-eight  Bibles,  150 
Testaments,  have  been  distributed.  Ninety- 
two  families,  entirely  destitute  of  the  word 
of  God,  have  been  furnished  with  the  Bible 
or  New  Testament  in  their  own  language; 
fourteen  families  refused  to  accept  of  the 
precious  book." 

This  missionary  further  writes: — "  I 
visited  for  the  first  time  (March  24th), 
after  a  residence  in  this  city  of  more  than 
five  years,  the  scene  of  the  battle  that  oc-  ; 
curred  during  oiu*  last  war  with  England. 
The  ground,  or  plantation,  is  seven  miles 
down  the  river,  and  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  a  Creole  Frenchman  by  the 
name  of  Savodaz,  an  old  man,  who  gave  us 
the  position  of  the  two  contending  armies,  I 
when  3,000  British  troops  were  killed.  j 
Near  the  spot  where  the  soldiers  fell  the 
thickest  stand  four  live  oak  trees,  of  im- 
mense size.  Tradition  says  they  were  trans- 
planted there  200  years  ago.  Under  one 
of  these  trees  was  laid  out  the  body  of 
Lord  Packingham,  commander  of  the  Eng- 
lish army.  These  four  trees  are  literally 
filled  with  cannon-balls — from  six  to 
eighteen  pounders — some  of  them  almost 
entirely  covered  with  wood  and  bark; 
whilst  the  surface  of  others  is  half  visible. 
At  the  foot  of  one  of  the  trees  and  on  its 
limbs,  are  relics  picked  up  from  the  field  of 
battle.  Quite  a  pile  of  cannon-balls  and 
grape-shot  exliibit  the  rust  of  more  than 
forty  years.  On  the  return  of  the  8th  of 
January,  a  little  band,  the  survivors  of 
that  awful  scene,  assemble  annually  in  oiu* 
city,  to  commemorate  that  great  American 
victory.  The  company  grows  smaller  with 
each  returning  anniversary." 

Sabbath  Observance. 
This  subject  is  occupying  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  Christians  in  New  York.  By 
means  of  tracts,  meetings,  and  other  means, 
a  great  effort  is  being  made  to  attain  a 
more  complete  observance  of  the  day  of 
sacred  rest.  A  very  influential  meeting 
was  held  lately  (l7th  of  March)  at  the  hall 
of  the  Historical  Society,  which  was  at- 
tended by  many  influential  citizens,  and  at 
which  i-esolutions  were  adopted  approving 
of  the  steps  taken  by  ministers  and  others, 
and  calling  on  the  magistrates  to  use  their 
'  best  exertions,  under  the  laws,  to  protect 


HIGHEST  rORM  OP  RELIGIOUS  REVIVAL. 


183 


and  preserve  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  to 
prevent  its  desecration.  Mr.  Talhnadge, 
the  General  Superintendent  of  Police,  Avas 
present,  and  laid  before  the  meeting  a  mass 
of  valuable  information  as  to  the  con- 
nection between  Sabbath  desecration  and 


The  Sabbath  Committee  have  issued  a 
paper  on  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  on 
railways,  and  sent  a  copy  to  all  directors 
and  officials  on  the  railways  centering  in 
New  York. 

The  Rev.  D.  A.  Tyng. 

The  Episcopalian  Church  in  Philadel- 
phia has  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Dudley  A.  Tyng^  son  of  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Tyng,  of  New  York.  "\Yhile 
looking  at  the  operation  of  a  corn-shelling 
machine,  he  placed  his  hand  incautiously 
on  it,  and  his  dress  having  become  entan- 
gled in  some  way  among  the  -wheels,  his 
arm  was  drawn  in,  and  from  the  elbow  to 
the  shoulder  lacerated  in  a  most  frightful 
manner.  The  main  artery  and  a  vein  were 
severed,  and  the  most  excruciating  agony 
caused  to  the  poor  sufferer.  Amputation 
was  necessary,  and  though  he  lingered  for 
several  days,  he  sank  at  last,  and  died  on 
Monday,  the  19th  of  March.  He  was 
only  thirty-three.  Before  he  breathed  his 
last,  he  was  asked  if  he  had  any  message  to 
send  to  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  or  his 
congi'egation.  "  Tell  them,"  he  said,  "  let 
us  all  stand  up  for  Jesus  ;  let  us  all  stand 
up  for  Jesus  Christ  in  prayer,  accepted  in 
Christ,  having  no  other  claims  than  his 
righteousness,  that  Christ  may  be  glorified 
in  us  for  ever."  After  he  had  ceased  to 
recognise  either  the  countenance  or  voice 
of  any  of  those  who  surrounded  his  bed,  he 
was  asked,  "  My  darling  son,  do  you  know- 
Jesus?"  "  Oh  yes,"  he  said,  "  I  know 
Jesus  ;  I  have  a  steadfast  trust  in  Jesus,  a 
calm  and  steadfast  trust."  A  little  after  to 
the  question,  "  Are  you  happy  ?"  he  re- 
plied, "Oh  perfectly,  perfectly."  "From 
that  moment,"  writes  his  bereaved  father, 
"  lie  gently  sobbed  away  his  life,  like  an 
infant  who  had  fallen  asleep  in  crying. 
His  sobs  became  fainter  and  fainter  until 
the  last  one  gently  passed,  and  all  was 
quietness  and  rest." 


United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  America. 

The  Presbyteries  in  the  South  which 
withdrew  from  the  Cleveland  Assembly 
last  year,  met  and  constituted  themselves 
into  a  Synod  under  the  above  title  on  the 
1st  of  April  last.  The  place  of  meeting 
was  Knoxville,  in  Tennessee.  They  agreed 
to  a  declaration  of  principles,  recapitulating 
for  the  most  part  the  principles  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  America,  but  de- 
claring expressly,  in  several  sections,  that 
slave-holding  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of 
discipline  ;  that  it  cannot  in  any  case  be 
made  a  bar  to  communion  ;  and  that  the 
subject  of  slavery,  except  so  far  as  respects 
the  moral  and  religious  duties  growing  out 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  shall 
not  be  matter  of  discussion  in  its  judica- 
tories. This  separate  organisation,  based 
on  the  sole  subject  of  slavery,  is  a  sign  of 
the  times,  and  is  affording  much  subject 
for  newspaper  warfare  between  the  divines 
of  the  North  and  South. 


HIGHEST  FOEM  OF  EELI- 
GIOUS  EEYIVAL. 

By  Mrs.  Stowe,  Authoress  of  "  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin:' 

j  Theee  is  perhaps  a  well-founded  pre- 
i  judice  in  our  minds  against  sudden 
1  changes.  Sudden  resolutions,  sudden 
'  impulses,  are  universally  regarded  with 
j  suspicion.  Many  minds  extend  this  to 
I  the  sphere  of  religion,  and  regard  with 
:  scepticism  all  accounts  of  sudden  con- 
1  versions. 

I     Without    much   examination  they 
I  class  them  under  the  head  of  fanatical 
j  delusion  ;  and  consider  those  periods 
in  which  these  become  a  frequent  in- 
I  cident,  as  periods  of  a  kind  of  epidemic 
I  enthusiasm  utterly  opposed  to  the  nor- 
mal and  regular  growth  of  a  rational 
piety. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that 
religious  crises,  both  in  individuals  and 
in  communities,  are  not  so  sudden  as 
they  appear  to  the  looker-on: — in  this 
respect  they,  like  certain  apparently 
sudden  changes  in  the  natural  world, 
have  their  invisible,  silent,  preparatory 
causes. 

The  ground  around  us  is  now 
sheeted  with  snow,  and  the  buds  of  the 
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apple  orcliards  look  as  brown,  and  still, 
and  sealed,  as  if  they  were  not  within 
a  few  weeks  of  a  glorious  resurrection 
of  green  leaves  and  rose-tipped  blos- 
soms. But  it  does  not  follow  that  no- 
thing is  doing,  because  we  hear  and  see 
notiiing.  In  every  one  of  these  long 
warm  days  the  sun's  power  is  gradually 
and  silently  awakening  the  torpid  and 
dormant  forces  of  the  tree,  whispering 
at  the  root,  and  thrilling  through  the 
branches ;  and  by-and-bye,  before  we 
think  of  it,  what  a  bursting  forth,  what 
a  new  creation  ! — as  if  angels  descend- 
ing in  the  night  had  wreathed  the  trees 
with  the  roses  of  heaven,  and  left  them 
standing  altars  of  perfume  and  beauty. 

So  also,  in  what  are  called  sudden 
conversions,  there  has  often  been  a 
silent  preceding  mental  history,  a 
working  of  providential  discipline,  of 
which  the  beautiful  spiritual  dawn 
called  conversion  is  the  perfected 
flower. 

Aiflictions,  months  and  years  gone 
by — no  longer  spoken  of,  but  germi- 
nating with  still  life-forces  in  every 
silent,  reflecting  hour — losses,  disap- 
pointments, mortifications,  sicknesses, 
pains,  alternating  with  mercies,  hopes, 
newly-awakened  loves — all  these,  un- 
der the  guiding  hand  of  an  infinite 
Power,  have  been  working  on  in  the 
soul,  until  at  last  some  slight  outward 
pressure,  a  little  more  determining 
force  from  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  and 
the  man  comes  out  firm  and  decided  in 
a  marked  spiritual  change.  Those  who 
see  only  the  change  and  know  nothing 
of  the  preceding  history,  call  it  a  sud- 
den conversion. 

So  it  is  in  communities.  A  "re- 
vival of  religion"  awakens  some  worldly 
man  with  a  start — and  he  cries  out. 
What  sudden  rush  is  this? — nothing 
but  prayer-meetings  and  religious  talk  ! 
enthusiasm  !  delusion  !  But  the  pastor 
who  has  been  watching  his  flock  with 
silent  assiduity  year  in  and  out,  who 
has  been  guiding  the  life-forces,  the 
Sabbath- school,  the  Bible-class,  the 
preaching  of  Sunday,  the  pastoral 
visitation  of  the  week,  the  prayer- 
meeting  and  lecture, — he  has  watched 
the  gathering  of  the  gracious  cloud — 
he  has  been  as  one  who  lays  his  ear  to 
the  ground  in  early  spring  when  a  hun- 
dred tender  forces  work  and  stir  all 
day  long  beneath  the  ground,  and  he 
does  not  wonder  at  the  spiritual  buds 
and  blossoms. 


The  great  religious  revival  now  in 
our  country  is  a  crisis  in  our  national 
spiritual  history — the  result  of  many 
years'  providential  training. 

The  religious  impulse  which  founded 
the  great  system  of  religious  charities — 
the  Foreign  Mission  enterprise — the 
Bible  and  Tract  Societies — the  Sunday 
School  and  Home  Missionary,  was  in 
its  time  a  true  and  heavenly  one.  It 
was  fragrant  with  the  incense  of  self- 
denial  and  self- consecration  ;  it  raised 
for  a  while  the  mind  of  the  American 
church  to  a  pitch  of  Christian  heroism, 
under  which  she  advanced  rapidly  and 
gathered  converts  by  the  power  of  her 
real  Christian  example.  But  then  came 
an  era  in  which,  like  a  plant  which 
ceases  to  grow,  she  first  stood  still,  and 
then  her  leaves  began  to  turn  yellow. 
People  began  to  give  to  all  these  sacred 
causes,  as  they  did  to  their  other  business, 
at  the  rate  of  such  and  such  a  per  cent,  j 
religious  establishments  came  to  be  con- 
ducted much  like  other  business  estab- 
lishments; and  religious  enthusiasm 
began  to  be  calculated  on  coolly  as  the 
stream  to  turn  the  wheels  of  the  sacred 
machinery.  Anniversary  meetings  be- 
gan to  have  a  little  clap-trap,  and  less 
prayer  than  speech-making,  and  people 
gave  not  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  but  with 
pens  behind  their  ears — "They  didn't 
need  any  more  talking  ;  they  had  set 
down  that  cause  at  so  much  a  year ;  so 
there  was  the  end  of  it."  Then  came  in 
Jesuitry,  worldly  expediency,  suppres- 
sion of  unpleasant  truths,  concessions 
to  popular  sins  ; — all  because  there  were 
great  institutions  to  be  preserved,  and 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  world  to  be 
converted  without  them.  And  so  the 
money-changers'  seats  were  made  fast  I 
in  the  temple,  and  they  that  sold  doves  j 
had  it  all  their  own  way  ; — it  was  a  pious  i 
trade — for  how  could  there  be  sacri-  \ 
fices  without  them  ?  | 

Meanwhile  another  cause  came  up —  I 
a  cry,  not  of  foreign  heathen,  but  of 
heathen  at  our  own  door — a  cry  of  op- 
pression, not  in  Siam  or  Burmah,  but 
m  Christian  America — a  cry  that  child- 
ren were  torn  from  mothers  ;  that  hus- 
band and  wife  were  separated  ;  that  \ 
CJiristian  maidens  were  sold  for  abom-  ; 
inable  purposes — there  was  a  cry  that 
every  oppression  and  cruelty  that  ever  , 
disgraced   any  despotism,  was  being  ' 
enacted  in  the  very  Church  of  Christ ; 
and  what  was  done  about  it  ?  { 

The  American  Church,  as  such,  shut  \ 
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her  ears  and  did  nothing.  She  said  her 
hands  were  full ;  that  she  had  the 
heathen  to  take  care  of,  and  tracts  to 
print,  and  Bibles  to  circulate  every- 
where, except  to  the  American  slave, 
and,  therefore,  that  she  could  neither 
remonstrate  nor  condemn. 

from  this  grew  up  scepticism.  There 
has  been  no  scepticism  in  America 
except  lohat  has  groton  out  of  the 
Church's  shrinking  from  the  place 
which  Christ  ordained  her  to  Jill,  and 
actually  leaving  in  the  hands  of  those 
whom  she  called  unconverted  men  the 
great  work  of  the  Gospel,  "  to  set  at 
liberty  them  that  are  bruised."  Had 
the  Church  taken  the  stand  for  the 
American  slave  which  she  did  for  the 
Hindoo  and  Caflfre,  multitudes  of  those 
men  whom  to-day  she  denounces  as  in- 
fidels, and  who  in  turn  denounce  her  as 
Antichrist,  would  have  been-  minister- 
ing at  her  altars,  and  leading  on  her 
sacramental  hosts.  In  1850  and  1851 
what  a  sight  did  we  behold  in  our 
country  !  what  a  period  of  disgrace  and 
humiliation  to  our  churches  !  Every- 
where the  forlorn  fugitive  flying — cold, 
hungry,  desolate  ;  churches  of  poor  in- 
dustrious brethren  scattered  like  trem- 
bling sheep,  while  ministers  of  Christ 
were  expounding  to  their  people  the 
new  doctrine,  that  there  was  no  law 
higher  than  the  law  of  the  land.  Web- 
ster scoffed  at  the  iden  of  a  law  of  God 
higher  than  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  many  in  the  churches 
did  not  treml3le  to  re-echo  the  scoff ! 
Prayers  for  the  hunted  slave  were  re- 
fused in  some  of  the  leading  churches 
in  our  great  cities  ;  and  for  awhile  it 
seemed  as  if  the  majority  of  the  reli- 
gious community  silently  acquiesced  in 
the  iniquity  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 

But  this  crop  sown  to  the  wind,  in 
time  brought  forth  its  fruitful  harvest  of 
the  whirlwind.  They  who  acquiesced 
in  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  soon  found 
the  same  oppressions  turned  on  their 
own  sons  and  daughters,  who  had  gone 
to  seek  their  inheritance  in  new  terri- 
tories ;  and  every  month,  with  deeper 
and  deeper  mortification,  have  they 
seen  the  circle  of  their  own  rights  and 
liberties  narrowing.  The  principle  of 
no  higher  law  brought  forth  also  its 
fruitful  crop  of  dragon's  teeth :  God, 
defied  and  insulted,  gave  them  up 
to  the  legitimate  consequences  which 
always  attend  the  loosening  of  the 
great  bonds  of  responsibility  to  him ; 


— frauds,  swindling,  monstrous  cor- 
ruption crept  into  every  department  of 
business,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  till 
finally  came  the  hour  of  disclosure ; 
and  in  a  moment,  crash  went  the  whole 
system  of  national  trust,  burying  under 
its  ruins  the  wealth  to  save  which 
men  had  denied  their  responsibility  to 
God! 

It  was  in  this  crisis — after  so  long  a 
time,  when  God  had  broken  every  idol 
as  by  a  lightning  stroke — when  old 
political  parties  lay  headless  and  hand- 
less  as  Dagon,  and  the  golden  calf 
was  stamped  to  pieces  and  scattered 
on  the  waters  of  bitterness — it  was  in 
an  hour  of  national  dismay  and  humi- 
liation, that  meetings  were  appointed 
for  prayer  in  JN'ew  York  city.  They 
were  appointed  in  the  business  quarter, 
by  business  men — by  men  who  felt 
themselves  wrecked  and  broken,  and 
who  bethought  themselves,  in  their 
extremity,  of  God.  But  it  was  not 
only  there  that  the  voice  of  prayer 
began  to  ascend.  The  stroke  had 
spread  desolation  through  our  land, 
and  thousands  of  households  whose 
earthly  all  had  been  swept  away,  were 
looking  to  God  in  their  extremity. 
This  great  afiiliction  came  like  John  the 
Baptist  in  the  wilderness,  saying, 
"  Eepent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  at  hand  !" 

And  now  what  we  see  is  a  work  un- 
precedented in  any  former  times.  It 
is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  career  of 
any  preacher.  It  seems,  in  fact,  not  to 
have  come  primarily  from  the  ministry 
at  all,  but  to  have  welled  up  from  the 
heart  of  the  people  toward  the  pulpit, 
rather  than  rolled  down  from  the 
pulpit  to  the  people.  Instead  of  mass- 
meetings  to  hear  preachers,  we  have 
mass-meetings  of  brethren  moved  with 
one  accord  to  pray  and  to  open  their 
hearts  to  one  another. 

It  is  remarkable  that  no  modern 
language  can  more  fitly  describe  the 
existing  state  of  things  than  that  of 
the  prophet  Zechariah,  uttered  twenty- 
three  centuries  ago :  "  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  Hosts,  It  shall  yet  come  to 
pass  that  there  shall  come  people, 
inhabitants  of  many  cities,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  one  city  sliall  go  to 
another,  saying,  Let  us  go  speedily  and 
pray  before  the  Lord,  to  seek  the  Lord 
of  Hosts." 

No  form  of  religious  revival  is  more 
wholly  unobjectionable  than    a  uni- 
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versal  spirit  of  prayer.  Prayer  is  the 
natural  and  normal  relation  of  cliild  to 
parent.  The  little  child,  playing  on 
the  carpet,  prays  to  its  father  and 
mother  all  day  long,  and  thus  in  the 
nursery  goes  on  an  unceasing  parable, 
explaining  to  us  the  relation inwhichour 
souls  ought  to  stand  to  our  Heavenly 
Father ;  our  prayer  to  him  ought  to 
be  as  child-like,  as  uninterrupted,  as 
constant. 

'Nov  do  we  murmur,  but  rather 
rejoice  at  the  notice  in  the  prayer- 
meetings  which  some  of  our  well- 
meaning  friends  seem  to  disapprove — 
viz.,  No  discussion  of  controverted 
subjects."  There  is  a  time  for  all 
things.  Sailors  do  not  alter  the  ship's 
course  while  they  are  taking  their  ob- 
servation of  the  heavenly  bodies  ;  then 
their  business  is  simply  to  look  up- 
wards, gazing  on  the  unchanging, 
truthful,  heavenly  lights  :  afterwards 
come  the  reckonings,  based  on  these 
observations,  and  the  alterations  of  the 
ship's  course,  thence  found  to  be  need- 
ful. Prayer  is  a  short  vacation  of  the 
soul  when  she  goes  upward  to  breathe 
a  purer  air,  and  recruit  her  spiritual 
health ;  and  when  she  comes  down, 
seeing  with  new  and  healthier  sight, 
she  will  perceive  much  to  reform.  If 
God  should  permit  us  now  and  then  to 
spend  a  day  in  heaven,  though  we 
might  not  even  think  of  one  of  our 
earthly  relations  while  there,  doubtless 
we  should  see  wondrous  changes  needed 
when  we  came  back.  Oh,  how  differ- 
ent would  all  things  look  to  eyes  bap- 
tized with  that  celestial  vision !  We 
would  be  willing  to  risk  the  experiment, 
if  for  a  season  all  religious  denomi- 
nations should  agree  to  suspend  intel- 
lectual controversy,  if  all  reformers 
should  agree  to  postpone  their  projects, 
— and  all  together,  in  hearty,  brotherly 
frankness,  should  unite  daily  on  the 
knee  in  earnest  prayer  to  their  common 
Father.  We  have  been,  perhaps,  all 
of  us,  more  sincere  and  well-meaning 
than  the  world  knows.  We  must  all 
be  conscious  that  in  many  respects  we 
are  more  faulty,  infinitely  more  so, 
than  the  world  ever  said.  We  have 
each  had  our  fragments  of  truth,  dear 
and  precious  in  our  own  eyes,  which 
we  have  fought  for,  sometimes  with 
more  zeal  than  love ;  and  there  have 
been  upbraidings,  and  criminations,  and 
recriminations,  and  we  are  now  much 
like  a  nursery  of  little  children,  which 


the  mother  finds  with  flushed  faces 
and  tearful  eyes,  each  one  sure  that 
he  is  right  and  all  the  others  wrong. 


SAVED  FOE  AN  END. 

**  Go  quickly,  and  tell  His  disciples,  that  Ho  is 
risen  from  the  dead." 

Art  thou  content  ?  hast  thou  no  higher  aim 
Than  just  to  gain  admittance  at  that  door: 

In  faintest  characters  to  trace  thy  name 
Amongst  the  list  of  those  who  die  no 
more  ? 

Art  thou  content  that  God  lias  set  thee  free 
From  sin'srewardj — that  misery  beyond — 

Content  to  sail  upon  life's  deep,  dark  sea, 
Unmoved  by  bright  calm  joys,  or  dire 
despond  ? 

Dost  thou  not  feel  that  thou  art  saved  to 
live? 

Dost  thou  not  know  that  thou  art  saved 
to  save  ? 

Forgiven  that  thou  mightest  also  some  for- 
give 

Eedeemed  alike  for  loth  sides  of  the 
grave  ? 

Bound  to  that  raft,  cross-shaped,  so  firm, 
so  great, 

It  was  not  meant  that  thou  should' st  use 
thine  oar 

Alone  to  guide,  to  move  thy  selfish  freight 
To  realms  thy  fan(!y  paints  on  yonder 
shore. 

Saved  from  the  wreck,  reach  out  a  saving 
hand ; 

Thousands  are  sinking  'neath  the  waves 
of  sin ; 

Stay  not  thine  efforts  till  God  bids  thee 
land, 

Thy  task  accomplished,  He  will  steer 
thee  in. 

Dost  thou  not  know,  that  in  thy  diadem, 
The  souls  which  owe  their  heaven-sent 

light  to  tbee, 
Shall  form,  eacli  ono,  a  bright  immortal 

gem, 

Gracing  thy  brow  through  all  eternity  ? 

Yet  more,  those  gems  shall  bring  increase 
of  rays 

To  circle  round  the  everlasting  throne 
Of  Him  w4io,  though  lie  sits  "  Ancient  of 
Days," 

Stoops  to  redeem  thy  soul,  thy  service 
own. 

From  "  Blighted  Fasque-Jlowers" 


AVOIIDS  OF  T!IK  WISE. 
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A  CHILD'S  FUNERAL. 
See  that  row  of  sclioolboy  laddies  and 
lassies  drawn  up  sac  orderly  o'  Ihoir 
aiu  still  accord,  half  curious  and  half 
wac,  some  o'  the  lassies  \vi'  lapfu's  o' 
primroses  and  gazin  hushed  faces 
as  the  wee  coffin  enters  in  on  men's 
shouthers  that  never  feel  its  wecht,  wi' 
its  dounhangin'  and  gracefu'  velvet  pall, 
though  she  that  is  hidden  therein  was 
the  poorest  of  the  poor !  Twa-three  days 
ago  the  body  in  that  coffin  was  dancin' 
like  a  sunbeam  owcr  the  verra  sods  that  are 
noo  about  to  be  shovelled  over  it !  The 
flowers  she  had  been  gatherin' — sweet, 
innocent,  thochtless  cretm* — then  moved 
up  and  down  on  her  bosom  when  she 
breathed — for  she  and  nature  were  blest 
and  beautifu'  in  their  spring.  An  auld 
white-headed  man,  bent  sairly  doun,  at 
the  head  o'  the  grave,  lettin'  the  white  cord 
slip  wi'  a  lingermg  reluctant  tenderness 
through  his  withered  hauns  !  It  has  reached 
the  bottom.  Wasna  that  a  dreadfu'  groan, 
driven  out  o'  his  heart,  as  if  a  strong  haun'd 
man  had  smote  it,  by  the  first  fa'  o'  the 
clayey  thunder  on  the  fast  disappearing 
blackness.  He's  but  her  grandfather — for 
she  was  an  orphan.  But  her  grandfather! 
Wae's  me !  wha  is  it  that  writes  in  some 
silly  blin'  book  that  auld  age  is  insensible — 
safe  and  secure  frae  sorrow — and  that  dim 
eyes  are  unapproachable  to  tears  ?  Friend- 
ship !  That  when  sincere,  will  sometimes 
saften  wi'  a  strange  sympathy  merriest 
hearts  into  ae  mood  o'  melancholy,  and 
pitch  a'  their  voices  on  ae  key,  and  gie  a' 
their  faces  ae  expression,  and  mak'  them 
a'  feel  more  profoundly  because  they  a' 
feel  thegither,  the  sadness  and  the  sanctity 
—  different  words  for  the  same  meaning — 
o'  this  our  mortal  life. —  WilsorCs  Nodes 
Amhrosiance. 


\  ladies  existed  in  this  world,  where  nothing 
is  ever  new.  Judging  by  literature,  indeed, 
1  Scotland  herself,  our  respected  mother, 
j  seems  always  to  have  had  a  very  fair  aver- 
!  age  of  unmarried  dauglitcrs  ;  and  for  the 
instruction  of  womankind  in  general,  and 
novel  writers  in  particular,  we  are  bound  to 
add  that  there  were  three  such  personages 
as  Miss  Austen,  Miss  Edgeworth,  and  Miss 
Ferrier,  novelists  of  the  old  world,  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  three  respective  king- 
doms, whom  none  of  their  successors  in  the 
craft  have  yet  been  able  to  displace  from 
the  popular  liking  ;  so  that  we  might  sup- 
pose it  was  rather  late  in  tlie  day  to  begin 
de  novo  to  teach  unmarried  women  how,  in 
I  spite  of  their  unfortunate  circumstances,  it 
I  is  still  possible  for  them  to  keep  themselves 
respected  and  respectable.  Many  hundred, 
nay  thousand  years  ago,  there  was  even  a 
certain  characteristic  and  remarkable  person 
called  Miriam,  who  wilfid  and  womanlike, 
and  unquestionably  unmarried,  was  still  so 
far  from  being  disrespected  or  unimportant, 
[  that  a  whole  nation  waited  for  her,  till  she 
j  Avas  able  to  join  tlieir  joiu'ney.  Our  age, 
Avhich  likes  so  much  to  declare  itself  the 
origin  of  changes,  is  not  the  inventor  of 
feminine  celibacy.  There  were  unmarried 
women  before  our  time,  and  there  will. be 
unmarried  women  after  it.  Nay,  not  only 
so — but  Paul  the  Apostle,  eighteen  hundred 
years  ago,  gave  anything  but  an  inferior 
place  to  the  unwedded  maidens  of  his  time. 
"She  that  is  unmarried  careth  for  the 
things  that  belong  to  the  Lord,  how  she 
may  please  the  Lord,"  says  the  writer  of 
the  Epistles  ;  and  many  an  unmarried  wo- 
i  man  since  his  day  has  proved  his  state- 
I  ment,  happily  unwitting  of  all  the  philoso- 
phies which  should  prove  to  her  how  lonely 
and  comfortless  she  ought  to  find  herself, 
and  what  a  hard  case  hers  was,  and  how, 
notwithstanding,  it  behoved  her  to  make 
some  certain  amovnit  of  sad  and  patient  ex- 
ertion to  vindicate  her  womanly  credit  with 
the  world. — BlacktoootV s  Magazine. 


MAIDEN  LADIES  NOT  A  NOYELTY. 

And  it  is  also  true,  and  a  fact  worth  re- 
membering, that  the  maiden  lady  is  not  an 
invention  of  these  times.  There  were  \\n- 
married  women  long  ago,  before  civilisation 
had  made  such  fatal  progress  ;  while  all  the 
lieroines  in  all  novels  were  still  married  at 
eighteen— before  the  life  of  Charlotte  Bronte 
had  ever  begun,  or  there  was  a  woman  in 
existence  qualified  to  write  it — unmarried 


WOEDS  OF  THE  WISE. 

Truth  is  a  great  stronghold,  barred  and 
fortified  by  God  and  nature ;  and  dili- 
gence is  properly  the  understanding  laying 
siege  to  it ;  so  that,  as  in  a  kind  of  warfare, 
it  must  be  perpetually  on  the  watch,  observ- 
ing all  the  avenues  and  passes  to  it,  and 
accordingly  making  its  approaches.  Some- 
times it  thinks  it  gains  a  point,  and  pre- 
sently again,  it  finds  itself  baffled  and 
beaten  off;  yet  still  it  renews  the  onset, 
attacks  the  difficulty  afresh,  plants  this 
reasoning  and  that  argument,  this  conse- 
quence and  that  distinction,  like  so  many 
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intellectual  batteries,  till  at  length  it  forces 
a  way  and  passage  into  the  obstinate  en- 
closed TRUTH,  that  so  long  withstood  and 
defied  all  its  assaults.  Such  is  the  force  of 
diligence  in  the  investigation  of  truth,  and 
particularly  the  noblest  of  all  truths,  which 
is  that  of  reHgion.  But  then,  as  dihgence 
is  the  great  discoverer  of  truth,  so  is  the 
will  the  great  spring  of  diligence.  For  no 
man  can  heartily  search  after  that  he  is  not 
very  desirous  to  find.  Diligence  is  to  the 
understanding,  as  the  whetstone  is  to 
the  razor ;  but  the  will  is  the  hand  that 
must  apply  the  one  to  the  other.  And 
where  diligence  opens  the  door  of  the  un- 
derstanding, and  impartiality  keeps  it, 
truth  is  sure  to  find  botli  an  entrance  and 
a  welcome  too. — South. 

Music. — How  sweetly  doth  this  music 
sound  in  this  dead  season !  In  the  day 
time,  it  would  not,  it  could  not,  so  much 
afiect  the  ear*.  All  harmonious  sounds  are 
advanced  by  a  silent  darkness.  Thus  it  is 
with  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  ;  the 
Gospel  never  sounds  so  sweet  as  in  the 
night  of  preservation,  or  of  our  own  private 
affliction ;  it  is  ever  the  same  ;  the  differ- 
ence is  in  our  disposition  to  receive  it.  O 
Grod,  whose  praise  it  is  to  give  songs  in  the 
niglit,  make  my  prosperity  conscionable, 
and  my  crosses  cheerful. — Sail. 

How  many  instances  there  are,  iu  which 
persons  manifestly  go  through  more  pain 
and  self-denial  to  gratify  a  vicious  passion, 
than  would  have  been  necessary  to  the 
conquest  of  it.  To  this  is  to  be  added,  that 
when  virtue  is  become  habitual,  when  the 
temper  of  it  has  been  acquired,  what  was 
before  confinement,  ceases  to  be  so,  by 
becoming  choice  and  delight. — Butler. 

It  is  no  small  commendation  to  manage 
a  little  well.  He  is  a  good  wagoner  that 
can  turn  in  a  little  room.  To  live  well  in 
abundance,  is  the  praise  of  the  estate,  not 
of  the  person.  I  will  study  more  to  give 
a  good  account  of  my  little,  than  how  to 
make  it  more. — Kail. 


The  pleasure  of  a  religious  man  is  an 
easy  and  a  portable  pleasure,  such  an  one 
as  he  carries  about  with  liim  in  his  bosom, 
without  alarming  either  the  eye  or  the  envy 
of  the  world.  A  man,  putting  all  his  plea- 
sures into  this  one,  is  like  a  traveller  putting 
all  his  goods  into  one  jewel.  The  value  is 
the  same  and  convenience  greater. — South. 

A  man  should  guard  in  his  youth  against 
sensuahty,  in  his  manhood  against  faction, 
and  in  his  old  age  against  covetousness. — 
Chinese  Maxim. 


THE  UNKNOWN.    WE  CALLED 
HEE  "BESSIE." 

"  "Wiio  shall  have  pity  upon  thee — who  shall 
bemoan  thee  ?" 

Dead  !  dead !  and  there's  no  one  to  weep. 
Dead !  dead !  how  it  makes  one's  blood 
creep, 

To  think  of  that  murdered  orphan. 

Dead  !  dead  !  but  your  dresses  are  made. 
Dead!  dead!  and  is  no  one  afraid 

To  dance  in  those  dresses  to-night ! 

Dead !  dead  !  but  it's  all  over  now; 
Cold,  cold  is  that  once  burning  brow. 

And  by  whom  was  the  dark  deed  done  ? 

Done  by  mothers  !  tender  and  kind ; 
Done  by  maidens  !  who  could  not  find 
In  their  hearts  to  tread  on  a  worm. 

Done  by  those  who  call  to  say, 
"  They  want  their  dresses  by  such  a  day," — 
Without  giving  time  to  do  them. 

Done  by  those  who  receive  the  gold. 
Who  keep  the  slaves,  whose  eyes  behold 
How  their  weary  victims  suffer. 

Dead  !  dead  !  and  who  shall  be  found 
To  lay  the  orphan  vmder  ground  ? 

The  parish  attends  to  those  things. 

From  Blighted  Basque -flowers. 
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THE  SYNOD  AND  INDIAN  MISSIONS. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  read  with  much  in-  |  and  the  Committee  authorised  to  appoint 
terest  the  report  on  Foreign  Missions  in  May  an  additional  Missionary  to  China,  there 
*'  Messenger,"  but  was  surprised  by  the  |  followed  in  the  same  sentence,  "  and  to 
report  of  the  Synod's  proceedings  to  observe,  I /a-^:e  immediate  steps  towards  raising  a 
that  in  addition  to  the  report  being  approved,  I  sufficient  sum  for  the  support  of  a  Missionart^ 
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in  India,  in  connection  with  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland.  The  motion  was  unanimously 
and  cordially  adopted'' 

Taking  words  in  their  ordinary  sense,  the 
Synod,  \vithout  one  objection,  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment  appear  to  have  committed 
themselves — their  Committee,  with  the  col- 
lective machinery  of  our  Church  to  con- 
tribute £300  or  £350  a-year,  for  supporting 
a  Missionary  belonging  to,  and  to  labour 
for,  another  Church. 

Many  think,  no  doubt,  this  was  too  much, 
and  too  hastily  passed,  in  the  absence  of 
any  overtures  from  Presbyteries,  or  recom- 
mendation in  the  report. 

Allow  me  to  state,  that  the  total  collec- 
tion for  our  Foreign  Missions  for  the  year 
just  closed  was  £1036,  less  grant  to  Corfu 
Mission  £100,  leaving  nett  for  China  Mis- 
sion expenditure  £936.  The  Free  Church, 
with  not  ten  times  as  many  congregations, 
has  this  year  (to  31st  March  last)  collected 
no  less  than  jgl  1,687  for  her  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. With  all  the  wealth  on  this  side  of 
the  Tweed,  one  is  surprised  at  such  liberality 
— but  if  our  Church  were  to  adopt  the  same 
machinery  as  the  Episcopal,  Wesleyan,  and 
Free  Churches,  something  like  these  results 
might  be  attained,  provided  we  did  as  they 
do,  that  is,  collect  for  our  own  missionary 
objects,  and  attend  to  our  own  work. 

While  the  claims  of  India  are  great,  and 
more  so  since  the  mutiny,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  ministers  and  people  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church*  in  England  have 
been  led,  in  God's  providence,  to  cultivate 
China  as  their  missionary  sphere.  God  has 
prospered  it  in  the  conversion  of  souls;  the 
field  is  ample,  a  plenteous  harvest  awaits  the 
labourers,  who  are  yet  but  few— it  is  yet 
young  and  weak,  requiring  not  only  much 
care  and  nourishing  ;  but  if  to  succeed  as  a 
mighty  instrument  for  good,  it  must  be  vigor- 
ously sustained  with  an  increase  of  men  and 


contributions,  as  well  as  the  continuous 
prayers  of  our  more  pious  people,  else  it  will 
soon  remain  stationary,  and  ere  long  fade 
and  languish. 

But  our  Church  has  not  forgotten  India  ; 
the  Free  Church  missionaries  have  from  time 
to  time  obtained  large  donations  in  England 
for  buildings,  and  for  years  have  been  receiv- 
ing an  income  annually  from  our  congrega- 
tions in  London,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool 
of  at  least  £300.  This  seems  generous  to  the 
mission  of  another  Church ;  but  if  our 
Synod's  resolution  be  carried  out,  it  will 
be  £600  a-year — two-thirds  of  our  own 
income.  It  may  be  said  the  Free  Church 
sends  missionaries  to  our  Mission  in  China  ; 
this  is  not  the  case,  it  is  a  Society  in  Scot- 
land who  does  this  of  various  denominations.* 

I  sincerely  hope  our  Committee  will  con- 
sider the  effect  of  these  immediate  steps 
before  taking  them,  else  the  worthy  treasurer 
of  our  China  Mission  will  be  still  farther 
from  the  Juvenile  Missionary  appointment 
than  ever;  there  will  be  nibbling  in  many 
Sabbath  school  contributions  for  the  Free 
Church  Mission,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  our 
people  drawn  oflf  their  own  field  of  mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

As  there  are  many  like  myself  who  re- 
member the  early  days  of  the  India  Mission 
under  the  convenership  of  the  late  Dr.  Inglis, 
I  shall,  if  you  will  allow  me  space  in  a 
future  number,  address  you  again  perhaps 
on  this  subject,  and  suggest  a  course  to 
carry  the  intentions  out  of  those  who  are 
more  immediately  interested  in  India,  with 
less  risk  of  damage  to  our  China  Mission. 
Yours,  &c. 

A  Voice  from  the  Pew. 

Lancashire,  19  May,  1858. 

*  Chiefly  Free  Church,  but  not  exclusively  so. 
Ed. 


INDIA:  AN  APPEAL  TO  YOUNG 
MEN. 

OuE  readers  would  learn  from  our 
last  number,  that  the  Synod  had 
I  authorised  the  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
I  mittee  to  take  immediate  steps  towards 
j  raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  a 
j  missionary  in  India,  in  connection 
j  with  the  ;  Free  Church.  There  are 
'  many  members  of  our  congregations 


who,  in  addition  to  their  contri- 
butions to  our  own  missions,  are 
in  the  habit  of  contributing  regularly 
to  the  India  Mission  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland ;  and  it  has  been  wisely 
considered  that  much  more  might  be 
done  in  this  way  if  our  friends  had  a 
more  definite  object  placed  before 
them.  We  have  now  to  announce  that 
somQ  members  of  the  Young  Men's 
Presbyterian  Societies  Union  in  Lon- 
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don,  are  taking  steps  for  the  formation 
of  a  Yount;  Men's  Auxiliary  to  this 
i  Mission.    They  have  issued  the  fol- 
'  lowinj;  circular : — 

"  The  nation's  heart  still  throbs  at 
,  the  tale  of  bloody  deeds  done  in  India. 
;  India — the    brightest  jewel   of  the 
'  British  crown,  tlie  field  where  many  a 
British  fortune  has  been  made,  and 
hitherto  a  ready  resort  for  numbers  of 
our    most  promising    and  Christian 
I  youth — has  become  a  byeword  among 
!  the  nations  as  the  arena  of  horrible 
i  deeds,  and  the  buryiug-ground  of  our 
j  slaughtered  countrymen.  The  spirit  of 
I  Hindoo  and  Mohammedan  teaching 
I  has  been  fully  manifested  in  the  untold 
I  massacre  of  our  defenceless  women  and 
children.    With  '  hearts  desperately 
wicked,'  the  votaries  of  these  systems 
have  turned  their  fierce  anger  against 
us,    and   shown  neither  mercy  nor 
judgment  whenever  a  Christian  victim 
fell  into  their  hands. 

"  Yet  India  is  part  of  the  British  em- 
pire. Hindoo  and  Mussulman,  toge- 
ther with  the  many  races  which  inhabit 
that  mighty  region,  are  fellow-subjects 
with  ourselves,  placed  under  the  same 
government,  and  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges  and  the  same  security  which 
we  happily  enjoy  in  these  British  Isles. 
What  is  it,  then,  that  so  utterly  sepa- 
rates and  estranges  them  from  us  ? 
It  is  the  want  of  Christianity.  Unity 
of  religious  sentiment  is  the  only  solid 
tie  which  unites  men  as  brethren,  and 
the  only  source  of  true  affection  nud 
fellowship  between  man  and  man.  JN'o 
other  feeling  than  jealous}^  or  hatred 
can  exist  on  tlie  part  of  races  who 
worship  cruel  and  revengeful  deities, 
the  creatures  of  their  own  depraved 
imaginations,  or  who  are  the  followers 
of  the  false  propliet,  towards  those  who 
obey  the  God  of  love,  mercy,  and  holi- 
ness. 

"  The  prowess  of  our  arms  may  quell 
for  a  time  a  seditious  spirit,  and  may 
succeed    in    introducing    order  and 
peace.  British  commerce  and  industry 
[  may  extract  riches  from  a  territory  so 
j  prolific  and  luxurious,  and  so  improve 
I  the  condition  of  the  masses.  Secular 
instruction  m.ay  quicken  the  under- 
standing and  sharpen  the  perception 
of  good  and  evil  in  the  people  of  India; 
but  neither  commerce    nor  secular 
instruction  will  make  India  happy,  or 
render  her  capable  of  securing  ;ind 
enjoying  Christian  institutions. 


' '  Nothing  but  the  gospel  of  the  blessed 
God  can  do  this  efficiently.  It  is  His 
humanising,  soul-converting,  and  life- 
giving  Spirit  which  alone  will  make 
tlie  Indian  people  compassionate,  truth- 
ful, and  loyal.  Christianity  is  the  only 
effective  and  certain  remedy  for  the  ! 
wide-spread  evils  which  recent  events 
have  exhibited  as  lacerating,  and  which, 
if  its  healing  influence  be  still  with- 
held, ^^ill  lacerate  yet  more  terribly, 
the  heart  of  that  noble  and  splendid 
empire. 

But  our  fellow-subjects  in  India  do 
not  know  the  Gospel.  They  have  never 
heard  the  glad  tidings.  That  love 
divine  which  transforms  the  heart  and 
makes  men  new  creatures  in  Christ,  has 
never  been  made  known  to  them. 
They  are  ignorant  of  that  Saviour  who 
gave  His  life  for  the  world,  and  who 
went  about  continually  doing  good. 
They  know  not  the  maxims,  '  Blessed 
are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy;'  'Love  one  another;'  'Love 
your  enemies.'  Far  different  has  been 
their  instruction  ;  widely  dissimilar  the 
rules  of  life  set  before  them.  Should 
we  not  pity  them  ?  They  deserve  our 
compassion  and  our  love,  nay,  our 
longing  and  our  labour,  that  they  may 
be  brought  speedily  to  know  Christ, 
and  to  obey  t/ie  truth. 

"  But  have  we  fulfilled  the  great  coni 
mission  to  '  publish  the  glad  tidings?' 
For  a  century  has  British  rule  swayed 
over  India.  What  have  we  done  to 
sound  the  gos^pel-trumpet  to  the  many 
millions  entrusted  to  our  care?  Far 
be  it  from  us  to  force  our  Christianity 
at  the  point  of  the  sword.  Christianity 
is  a  religion  of  love.  Conviction  of  sin, 
and  knowledge  of  the  Saviour  are  alone, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
blessed  instruments  of  conversion.  Yet, 
as  God  works  by  means  of  human 
agency,  steps  must  be  taken  to  spread 
largely  throughout  India  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ.  Who,  then,  is  to 
undertake  this  great  work  ?  Upon 
whom  is  the  responsibility  imposed. 

"  A  crisis  has  arrived  in  our  tenure  of  j 
India.    For  high  purposes,  God  has  | 
entrusted  that  country  to  our  care; 
surely  not  for  amassing  riches  only,  j 
If  God  in  mercy  allows  India  still  to 
remain  under  British  rule,  it  must  be 
in  order  that  we  may  be  instrumental 
in  enlarging  Christ's  kingdom  there. 
Let  us  rise,  then,  to  the  emergency. 
Let  us  be  quick,  lest  w^e  lose  the  only 
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I  chance  now  left  to  us.  The  Church  is 
at  last  awakening  from  its  slumber. 
Hitherto  only  about  400  missionaries 
have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of 
evangelisation  amongst  a  people  num- 
bering 180  millions.  But  a  new  era  is 
dawning  on  Indian  missions.  A  stir- 
ring appeal  is  being  made  on  all  sides. 
Who  will  respond  to  it?  Prayer- 
faith — activity — means,  all  are  needed. 
Christians  of  every  rank  and  age  are 
called  upon  to  help  forward  this  good 
work. 

"  And  whilst  there  is  an  allotted 
sphere  of  duty  to  eacli,  this  appeal  is 
made  especially  to  you,  young  men 
connected  with  our  English  Presby- 
terian Church.  AVe  have  literally  done 
nothing  as  yet  for  India.  Shall  it 
continue  to  be  so  ?  You  may  do  much 
— very  much  in  this  noble  cause. 
Many  young  men,  our  own  acquaint- 
ances in  India,  continue  in  danger  so 
long  as  they  are  scattered  amidst  a 
population  so  spiteful  and  cruel.  We 
must  remove  this  danger  by  changing 
the  character  of  the  people  among 
whom  they  dwell — seeking  to  bring 
those  who  are  now  demoniacal  in  their 
hatred  of  our  religion  and  our  land  to 
the  feet  of  Jesus.  The  Synod  of  our 
Church  has  decided  iipon  contributing 
towards  this  great  and  glorious  work. 
We  must  help  them.  Let  us  form  our- 
selves into  a  Missionary  Association, 
and  in  all  humility  and  devotion,  with 
prayerful  hearts,  let  us  one  and  all, 
assist  in  spreading  the  gospel  of  Christ 
over  the  length  and  breadth  of  Hin- 
dustan." 

coEru. 

'Extracts  from  Mr.  CJiarteris's  Letter^ 
lUh  March,  1858. 

Deah  Madam, — I  tliis  morning  received 
your  kind  letter  of  4tli  March,  and  begin 
to-night  a  reply,  which  I  have  little  hope 
of  finishing  before  Thursday  next,  when  I 
hope  it  may  still  be  in  good  time  for  your 
meetmg  on  the  30th.  Your  last  is  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  spiritual  well-bemg  of  the 
soldier  ;  I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  the  suc- 
cessful effort  made  at  Portsuiouth,  and  I 
congratulate  the  congregation  tliere  on  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Stewart,  whom,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  I  knew  when  in  London,  and  of 
whose  ability  and  zeal  I  retain  a  very  pleas- 
ing remembrance;  may  the  Ilead  of 
the  church  abundantly  bless  his  labours 


among  his  hearers,  both  civil  and  military. 
I  sliall  be  very  happy  to  receive  from  liim — 
as  he  shall  find  occasion — letters  recom- 
mendatory of  such  soldiers  as  he  can  speak 
of  as  inquiring,  as  pious,  or  as  commuui-  | 
cants.  I 

I  fear  tliat  the  garrison  school,  though 
granted  for  a  reading-room,  has  not  been 
duly  taken  advantage  of  by  the  soldier ; 
while  the  91st  regiment  was  here,  a  good 
many  of  that  corps  availed  themselves  of 
the  privilege.  Since  they  left,  the  46th  has 
been  the  only  regiment  within  the  citadel. 
An  officer  of  the  46th  informs  me  that  few  of 
their  men  are  readers.  I  hear  the  Artillery 
have  long  had  a  library  of  very  considerable 
value,  with  a  small  room  attached.  The 
Engineers  have  the  same  privilege,  and  I 
may  as  well  state  what  may  also  be  the  case 
elsewhere,  that  there  is  a  feeling  of  reserre 
between  the  regiments  of  the  line  and  the 
Royal  Artillery  and  Engineers,  neither  the 
officers  nor  men  of  the  respective  corps 
mingle  freely  with  each  other;  thus  separate 
reading-rooms  are  preferred  by  each  corps. 
Entre  nous,  the  major-general  command- 
ing— though  granting  the  room,  has  done 
nothing  to  encourage  the  project ;  and 
being  one  of  the  older  school,  Avho  thinks 
Brown  Bess  as  good  for  regiments  of  the 
line  as  the  Enfield,  he  of  -course  does  not 
much  care  whether  his  soldiers  are  learned 
or  unlearned.  He  keeps  all  here,  liis  officers, 
and  also  clergy  of  all  denominations  (the 
Episcopal  chaplahi  not  excepted)  pretty 
much  at  arm's  length.  He  is  a  strict  disci- 
plinarian, rather  reserved,  yet  I  must  say 
respected  by  all.  As  to  the  reading-room, 
I  consider  a  great  point  has  been  gained  in 
having  it  granted.  I  was  aware  that  a 
large  sum  must  annually  have  been  ex- 
pended in  providing  the  soldiers  with 
Bibles.  I  regret  that  om*  Scottish  version 
with  the  Psalms  is  not  issued  annually  to 
the  Presbyterian  soldiers.  Were  a  represen- 
tation made  to  Grovcrnment  on  the  subject, 
suggesting  that  a  psalm  book  in  otir  version 
should  be  given  instead  of  a  prayer-book 
(or  even  in  addition  to  that),  it  might  be  ac- 
ceded to.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  too  few 
of  our  Presbjterian  soldiers  enter  the  army 
as  Ironsides — each  with  a  copy  of  Scriptures 
in  hand.  A  Bible  and  Prayer-book  are  sup- 
plied to  them,  tliat  is  well ;  but  when  the 
praise  of  God  is  simg  in  our  form  a  vast 
number  of  them  must  be  silent — that  is  not 
well.  Of  the  Bibles  you  sent  out,  I  have  a 
few  still  on  hand.  Even  though  many  of 
my  present  audience  have  not  psalm- 
books,  of  course  I  do  not  press  them  to 
purchase,  although  I  tell  them  that  all 
should  engage  in  the  praise  of  Grod  accord- 
ing as  he  has  given  them  a  talent  for  that 
end,  and  it  is  known  that  I  have  Bibles 
with  our  version  in  my  possession. 
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CORFU  * 
For  the  very  complicated  and  miscel- 
laneous duties  which  he  has  to  discharge, 
few  could  be  better  fitted  than  our  long- 
tried  and  much-esteemed  friend,  Mr. 
Charteris.  As  raissionarj^  to  the  Jews,  as 
the  minister  of  the  non  -episcopalian  Bri- 
tish residents,  as  military  chaplain,  both  in 
Corfu  and  the  little  island  of  Vido,  and  as 
the  general  resort  of  Italian  refugees  and 
cosmopolitan  wanderers  seeking  spiritual 
instruction  or  temporal  assistance,  for 
nearly  fourteen  years  he  has  sustained 
with  steady  zeal  and  unfailing  equanimity, 
his  arduous  post ;  and  although  the  ap- 
preciable results  amongst  the  original 
objects  of  his  mission  have  borne  but 
a  small  proportion  to  his  expenditure  of 
time  and  effort,  he  has  not  been  left 
without  much  to  cheer  and  encourage  in 
every  other  department  of  his  labours. 
Although  there  were  no  other  reason  for 
maintaining  a  Presbyterian  ministry  in 
Corfu,  there  is  an  abundant  field  in  the 

*  Conclusion  of  Foreign  Mission 


large  garrison  maintained  in  the  island, 
in  the  patients  constantly  to  be  found  in 
the  hospital,  and  in  the  ships  of  war 
which  from  time  to  time  visit  the  station. 
And  although  Mr.  Charteris  saw  no 
other  fruit  of  his  faith  and  patience,  he 
need  not  be  cast  down  so  long  as  he  has 
the  opportunity  of  proclaiming  the  gos- 
pel of  the  grace  of  God  to  hundreds  of 
our  country's  brave  defenders,  and  so 
long  as  he  continues  to  receive  testi- 
monies to  the  efficacy  of  his  message, 
such  as  those  with  which  he  has  been 
lately  favoured. 

The  year  now  ended  has  not  been 
marked  by  any  extraordinary  incidents ; 
but  it  is  a  cause  of  thankfulness  that 
the  missionary  has  continued  to  enjoy 
uninterrupted  health,  and  to  prosecute 
his  multifarious  duties,  as  he  has  done 
without  intermission  for  the  last  four- 
teen years,  and  that  he  has  not  been  left 
without  tokens  of  success  in  his  labours. 


Eeport— left  out  of  last  number. 
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North  '  British  Revieiu.    May,  1858. 
Edinburgh  :  W.  P.  Kennedy. 

This  number  opens  with  an  article  on 
the  "  Philosophy  of  History,"  with 
especial  reference  to  that  of  Rome.  It 
is  able  and  suggestive,  but  one-sided  in 
view,  and  over- Latinized  in  style.  The 
influence  of  the  Etruscan  and  other  old 
races  of  Italy  on  Rome  is  never  taken 
into  account.  The  hypothesis  of  Nie- 
buhr  is  encountered  by  equally  hasty 
generalisations.  "  Gothic  Architecture," 
with  a  little  self-assertion,  pleasantly 
shows  the  applicableness  of  that  style  of 
construction  to  various  forms  of  build- 
ing, public  and  private,  individual  and 
collective.  The  author  of  the  paper  on 
"  Dugald  Stewart"  shows  a  ripe  ac- 
quaintance with  philosophical  specu- 
lation, British  and  Continental,  as  well 
as  a  just  and  well-developed  estimate  of 
the  Scottish  metaphysician  more  par- 
ticularly under  review.  The  well-won 
reputation  of  the  Beview  in  natural 
science  is  fully  sustained  by  the  articles 
on  Owen,  the  first  of  living  zoologists ; 
and  on  the  "  Geography  of  the  Sea,"  a 


branch  of  science,  the  growth  of  half  a 
century,  yet  already  full  of  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  truths.  The 
paper  on  the  "  Scottish  Universities," 
though  chiefly  interesting  north  of  the 
Tweed,  is  full  of  practical  good  sense  in 
statement  and  suggestion.  The  writer 
has  fallen,  however,  into  one  or  two  mis- 
takes. It  is  not  true  that  now  a  degree 
is  indispensable  for  ordination  in  the 
English  Church.  Nearly  a  third  of 
those  who  obtain  orders  in  some  dioceses 
are  ungraduated  ;  Literates ;  and  the 
greater  learning  in  the  English  Church, 
so  far  as  it  exists,  is  the  consequence  not 
of  the  character  of  education  at  the  Uni- 
versity, but  of  the  leisure  in  after  years. 
"  Parliamentary  Government "  and 
"  Rifle  Practice"  are  the  subjects  of  two 
other  good  articles.  Coventry  Patmore 
gets  perhaps  more  than  justice.  The 
only  theological  article  in  the  number  is 
one  on  "  Patristic  Theology."  Its  space 
is  far  from  adequate  to  so  wide  a  theme, 
and  a  desire  to  make  out  a  case  against 
the  Fathers  has  led  to  some  hurried  and 
extreme  statements.    Thus  Basil  is  cen- 
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sured  on  account  of  a  Liturgy  which  | 
many  critics  believe  to  be  not  his  at  all 
or  but  in  part  so;  and  Daraosus,  a  writer 
whose  works  are  scanty  in  compass,  and 
fugitive  in  form,  is  twice  spoken  of,  as  if 
he  ranked  with  the  greatest  of  the  Pa- 
tristic host.  The  morality  of  the  Fathers 
is  called  less  pure  than  that  of  the 
Classics ;   Aristophanes,  Catullus,  and, 
Ovid  looking  down  from  a  higher  level  of  | 
virtue   upon   Nazianzen   and    Jerome.  | 
One  most  remarkable  and  valuable  part 
of  the  Fathers,  their  work  on  the  "  Evi-  j 
dences,"  is  never  mentioned.   We  regret  | 
that  the  able  writer  of  this  paper  has 
overstrained  a  really  sound  principle. 
We  are   the  debtors  of  the  Fathers, 
though  we  must  ever  refuse  to  be  their 
slaves. 

The  short  notices  of  Recent  Publica- 
tions are  varied  and  interesting.  We 
could  have  wished  them  more  numerous, 
and  also  that  Foreign  Literature  had  a 
greater  space  allotted  to  it.  Only  one  of 
the  short  notices,  and  none  of  the  large 
articles,  deal  with  a  foreign  theme. 

We  have  not  in  this  country  one  Re- 
view of  superlative  merit  like  the  Revue 
des  Deux  Mondes,  whose  reputation  is 
really  as  extensive  as  its  title.  But 
divided  as  our  Review  muster-roll  of 
talent  is,  the  North  British  claims  an 
honourable  place  among  its  rivals,  and 
undoubtedly  is  that  Quarterly  which  our  1 
Church  would  wish  to  see  in  the  hands  ' 
of  her  ministers,  and  her  educated  mem- 
bers in  general. 


Leaves  from  a  Minister's  Portfolio  :  by 
the  Rev.  D.  Fraser,  Montreal.  Nisbet 
&  Co. 

Mr.  Fraser,  in  his  own  description  of  his 
excellent  little  book,  says  he  has  "  grouped 
together  sundry  short  papers  on  religious 
themes,  meditative  and  illustrative,  which 
may  prove  suitable  reading  for  a  Sabbath 
afternoon  or  evening  at  home."  The  fol- 
lowing specimen  of  the  twenty-six  "leaves" 
we  have  selected  on  account  of  its  shortness; 
it  will  convey  to  the  reader  a  good  idea  of 
the  character  and  value  of  the  others,  which 
we  have  perused  with  very  great  interest. 

Compensation. 
**A  law  of  compensation  pervades  all  nature. 
All  things  that  exist,  organic  and  inorganic, 
in  the  explored  universe,  are,  with  extreme 
nicenessand  delicacy,  ordered,  proportioned, 
collocated,  and  balanced,  so  as  to  maintain 
the  conditions  necessary  to  the  life  and  hap- 


piness of  the  creatures,  and  effect,  without 
flaw  or  failure,  the  Creator's  comprehensive 
and  benevolent  designs. 

"Beautiful  is  the  working  of  the  same  law 
in  the  life  of  individual  man,  producing  a 
balance  of  natural  well-being,  wonderfully 
equal  in  all  countries  and  ranks.  No  man 
is  so  ill  off  but  has  something  in  his  favour  ; 
no  man  is  so  fortunate  but  has  some  worm 
gnawing  the  root  of  his  enjoyment.  Poverty 
is  relieved  by  a  cheerful  spirit;  wealth 
burdened  with  many  cares.  Hard  toil  is 
recompensed  by  sturdy  health ;  luxury 
punished  by  a  feeble  constitution.  '  The 
choicest  pleasures  of  life  lie  within  the  ring 
of  moderation.' 

"  No  wise  man  will  give  place  to  discontent 
when  he  surveys  the  conditions  of  his  fellow- 
men,  and  sees  how  easily  advantages  and 
disadvantages  are  balanced.  He  that  has 
eminence  is  exposed  to  envy  ;  he  who  lives 
in  great  state  forgoes  the  simple  comforts  of 
a  home.  The  honoured  warrior  leaves  wife 
and  children  dear,  to  face  danger  and  death  ; 
the  man  of  thought  and  learning  bows  be- 
neath a  spirit  overstrained.  Truly,  obscurity 
has  its  compensations  ;  and  he  is  wise  who, 
desiring  not  high  things,  seeks  the  prize  of 
happiness  within  the  charmed  circle  of  con- 
tent. 

"  Consider,  even,  the  undoubted  sores 
and  trials  of  this  mortal  life.  *  Sweet 
are  the  uses  of  adversity.'  With  all  pains 
and  losses  there  are  sent  blessings,  or ,  re- 
medies, or,  at  least,  alleviations,  if  we  will 
only  receive  them.  Of  old  times  was  it  not 
found  that  what  the  Church  lost  by  martyr- 
dom was  more  than  repaid  by  new  accession 
of  converts,  and  new  fervour  of  zeal  ?  The 
Church  lost  a  deacon,  Stephen  ;  but  how 
rich  and  strange  the  compensation,  as  from 
the  deacons  martyred  dust  there  sprang  an 
apostle,  Paul!  For  the  individual,  too,  as 
well  as  the  community,  disease  and  calamity 
have  their  uses,  their  alleviations,  even  their 
ample  compensations.  Uses — forasmuch  as 
they  serve  to  refine,  humble,  and  hallow  the 
character.  Alleviations — since  'God  stayeth 
his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  his  east  wind.'* 
And  even  compensatioti — for  some  help, 
some  vantage,  not  seen  at  first,  is  sure  to 
reveal  itself  to  those  that  are  watchful  and 
wise.  When  Paul  came  to  Macedonia  '  his 
flesh  had  no  rest;'  'without  were  fight- 
ings, within  were  fears  ; '  but  God  com- 
forted him  '  by  the  coming  of  Titus. 'f  Thus, 
often  when  we  are  in  great  straits,  some 
Titus  comes — some  friendly  compensation — 
and  we  are  not  weaker,  rather  stronger  ;  and 
after  our  tears,  sometimes  in  our  tears,  we 
are  happier  than  before.  It  is  true  of  life,  as 
with  nature,  that  with  the  dark  cloud  God 
sets  a  rainbow  in  the  sky. 


*  Isa.  xxvii 


t  2  Cor.  vii.  5, 
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"Alas  !  indeed,  there  is  an  awful  incubus 
lying:  on  the  life  and  happiness  of  earth  and 
earthly  beings.  There  is  a  disorder  that 
was  not  in  our  world  when  tlie  Creator  pro- 
nounced it  '  very  good.'  There  is  a  dark- 
ness that  may  be  felt.  There  is  an  anguish 
at  the  heart  of  humanity.  In  one  word, 
there  is  moral  evil,  there  is  sin.  Because  of 
this  man  aches,  and  fears,  and  dies ;  be- 
cause of  this  the  whole  creation  groans  and 
travails  in  pain.  But  God  hath  not  left  us 
without  help ;  there  is  a  remedial  plan  re- 
vealed in  the  glorious  Gospel.  There  is  a 
redeeming  blood  ;  there  is  a  renewing  power. 
There  is  a  divine  provision,  whereby  man, 
though  evil  and  wretched,  may  be  made  a 
new  creature,  and  with  him  all  sin-stained 
things  be  made  new. 

"  The  more  Ave  consider  human  life,  the 
more  vast  appears  the  action  of  the  law  of 


compensation.    Evils  are  permitted  for  a 

season  to  oppress  the  good  ;  but  the  good 
are  saved  by  hope,  and  the  things  hoped  for 
bring  the  abundant  recompense.  One  can- 
not thuik,  even  from  present  appearances, 
that  this  is  the  final  state.  Human  life  is 
evidently  cut  short — broken  ofT  fragmentary 
and  incomplete.  The  sowing  time  is  now, 
but  the  reaping  time,  for  the  most  part,  after 
death.  The  faintness  of  the  long  wilderness 
has  compensation  in  the  milk  and  honey  of 
the  promised  land.  In  fact,  the  doctrine  of 
compensation,  applied  to  men,  both  the  evil 
and  the  good,  involves  '  the  doctrines '  of 
judgment  and  future  states. 

"  '  Tliis  world  shall  burn,  and  from  her  ashes  spring: 
In  ew  heaven  and  earth,  wherein  the  just  shall 
dwell. 

And,  after  all  their  tribulations  long, 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds.'  " 


^itshijteriiiit  Cljurrli  in  fiigliiiiii. 


COLLECTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 
COLLEGE  FUND. 


Alnwick  Church  Collection  for  1857  .£200 

Student's  Fees  (present  session)   .    .  10  10  0 

William  Hay   20   0  0 

Thomas  Mathesou   20   0  0 

Alexander  Gillespie   20   0  0 

Thomas  Bell   10   0  0 

William  K.  Coubrough   10   0  0 

Robert  A  iMacfie   5   0  0 

Hugh  M.  Matheson   40   0  0 

Regent  Square  Church  Association, 
one  Quarter  to  31st  March  per  Mr. 

James  Napier   21  15  0 


159   5  0 


Alexander  Gillespie. 

London,  \th  May,  1858. 

N.B.— Mr.  Archibald  T.  Ritchie  having 
been  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  College  Fund 
in  room  of  Mr.  Gillespie  resigned,  all  communi- 
cations and  remittances  are  to  be  made  to  him  at 
No.  26,  Poultry,  London,  E.C. 

HOME  MISSION  FUND. 


Collection,  Warrenford   .£16  9 

Missionary  Box,  Felton   0   2  9 

Collection,  River  Terrace,  London    .  9  13 

Subscriptions,  ditto   3   9  1 

Donations,  Alex.  Davison,  Esq.,  Car- 
lisle   110 

Collection,  Morpeth   5   3  9 

Association,  ditto   2   0  0 

Collection,  John  Knox,  Newcastle    .  4  0  0 

Sabbath  School  Missionary  Box,  ditto  110  0 

Collection,  Branton   4   0  3 

Ditto,  Trinity,  Manchester   ....  14  17  l 

Juvenile  Missionary  Association,  ditto  2  15  10 


Collection,  Birkenhead   ^£9  10  0 

Ditto,  Saiford   400 

Ditto,  Whitehaven   2   5  0 

Association,  ditto   115  0 

Donation,  Mr.  George  Cooper,  Man- 
chester   050 

Collection,  Greenwich   5   8  8 

Ditto,  Sheffield   8  10  6 

Donation,  E.  Walker,  Esq  ,  Greenwich  1    0  0 

Collection,  Islington,  Liverpool     .    .  14   0  0 

Ditto,  Wark   1  10  0 

Missionary  Box,  Etal   0  18  3 

Miss  Burns,  ditto   0  10 

Mary  Mitchell  and  Eliza  Hogg  ...  020 

Collection,  Brighton   5   0  0 

Ditto,  Widdrington   1  10  0 

Ditto,  Belford    1  13  0 

Donation,  Mr.  W.  Linn,  Widdrington  10  0 

Sabbath  School,  St.  Peter's,  Liverpool  5   0  0 


Manchester,  \9th  May,  1853. 

CORFU  MISSION. 

The  Juvenile  Missionary  Association, 


Grosvenor  Square,  Presbyterian 
Church,  Manchester,  per  Mr.  Flem- 
ing  5    0  0 

Hon.  Miss  Maule  10  0 

Falstone,  part  of  Church  Collection, 

per  Mr.  ElHott  0  15  0 

Ladies'  Society,   Grosvenor  Square, 


Presbyterian  Church,  Manchester, 
per  Mr.  Stewart        .       .       .  . 

Blyth  Sabbath  School  .       .       .  . 

Islington,  Liverpool,  do. 

St.  John's,  South  Shields,  do  .  . 

Liverpool  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  per  Mrs. 
Crooks   

Mr.  James  Robertson  .       .       .  . 

Mrs.  Ferguson  

Mrs.  Joseph  AVilliams  .       .       .  . 

Miss  Williams  

Miss  E.  Williams  

Mrs.  James  

Mrs.  Ellis  


6   0  0 

16  3 

2  15  6 

1  10  0 

20   0  0 

1    0  0 

1    0  0 

0  10  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 


PIIESBYTEEIES'  PROCEEDINGS. 


195 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 
Grosvenor  Square,  Manchester,  Ladies' 
Society   ..........  ^10   0  0 

Branton,  William  Amos,  Greenside 

Hill   050 

Marylebone,  London,  a  Donation  .  0  10  0 
Trinity  Church,  Newcastle,  per  Mrs. 

Archer   1  12  0 

John  Knox's,   Newcastle,  Sabbath 

School  Box   1  10  0 

Greenwich,  Edward  Wal- 
ker, Esq  ^2   2  0 

Sabbath  School  Children      18  9 

 3  10  9 

Brighton  Sabbath  School  ....  170 
Somers    Town,    London,  Sabbath 

Schools   2  11  0 

St.  Peter's,  Liverpool,  Sabbath  School  4  0  0 
Capt.  Pechell,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Mackenzie, 

Birmingham   0  10  0 

Etal  Sabbath  School   113 

River    Terrace,  London- 
Collection   14   7  9 

Subscriptions       ...  423 

  18  10  0 

St.  George's,  Liverpool,  collection     .     23  16  7 
Woolwich,  collection    .    .      9   3  0 
Sabbath  School      .    .      10  0 

 10   3  0 

Thomas  McClure,  Esq. .Belfast,  annual     15   0  0 

North  Shields,  collection   8  7  9 

Carlton  Hill,  London,  ditto  ....     11   9  1 
Hugh  M.  Matheson, 

Treasurer. 

3,  Lombard  Street,  London, 
May  22nd,  1858. 


The  Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Manchester,  on  the  7th  day  of  July  next, 
at  ]  1  a.m. 


PEESBYTERY  OF  LANCASIIIHE. 

This  Presbytery  meet  at  Liverpool  on][the 
15th  day  of  May.  The  Rev.  D.  Blyth, 
Moderator. 

The  Clerk  tendered  the  resignation  of  his 
office,  because  he  was  no  longer  a  member 
of  the  Court.  After  discussion,  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  vote  that  the  clerk's 
resignation  be  accepted,  but  that  he  be  re- 
appointed to  the  ofilce  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months.  The  Home  Mission  Schedule  of 
Wigan  was  produced,  examined,  and  at- 
tested. 

The  Ti'ust  Deed  of  the  proposed  new 
Church  at  Chester  was  produced,  examined 
by  a  committee,  and  declared  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  Halkett's  Trial  Discourses  were 
next  heard  and  sustained.  The  17th  inst., 
at  half-past  6  p.m.,  was  appointed  for  his 
ordination,  at  Park-gate.  The  Moderator 
to  preach  and  preside.  Tlie  Rev.  W. 
Hunter  to  address  the  minister  and  con- 
gregation. An  edict  was  ordered  to  be 
served  from  the  pulpit  on  Sabbath  next. 
The  resignation  of  Mr.  McCaw  and  his 
Session,  as  the  Interim  Session  was  ac- 
cepted, and  Mr.  Paterson,  of  Manchester, 
and  his  Session  were  appointed  in  their 
stead. 


PEESBYTEEY  OF  NOETHUMBERLAND. 

This  Presbyteiy  met  at  Alnwick  on  the 
13th  of  April,  Sederunt  the  Moderator, 
Mr.  Cluyston,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Lennie, 
Huie,  Edwards,  Cathcart,  Fergus,  Banna- 
tyne.  Walker,  Edmonds,  Forsyth,  Davison, 
and  the  Clerk,  Ministers,  and  Messrs.  David 
Turnbull  and  Joseph  Scott,  Elders.  Mi- 
nutes of  former  meetings  v/ere  read  and 
sustained.  Mr.  Terras  being  present  was 
associated.  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Davison 
reported  that  they  had  made  collections  for 
all  the  schemes  of  the  Church.  The  report 
of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  Newbiggin 
was  received  and  adopted.  The  matter 
was  re-committed,  with  instructions  that  the 
Committee  report  at  next  quarterly  meeting. 
The  Presbytery  then  proceeded  to  take  u]3 
the  call  from  Union  Free  Chvirch,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.  The  edict  was 
returned  duly  endorsed,  and  the  relative 
documents  were  read.  Parties  being  called, 
there  appeared  for  the  Presbytery  of  Aber- 
deen, and  the  Session  of  Union  Free  Church, 
the  Rev.  James  Fairbairn,  of  Newhaven, 
who  produced  a  mandate  authorising  him 
to  represent  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Presbytery  and  Session.  Mr.  Fairbairn 
also  produced  his  Commission  from  the 
Congregation  of  Union  Free  Chiu'ch,  autho- 
rising him  to  represent  them  at  the  bar  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Northumberland.  For 
the  Congregation  at  Warrenford,  there  ap- 
peared Mr.  Joseph  Scott,  Elder,  and  Mr. 
James  Harvey,  ])eacon  ;  for  the  Session, 
Mr.  Anderson  appeared,  and  Mr.  Banna- 
tyne  for  himself.  Parties  having  been 
heard  and  removed  from  the  bar,  and  Mr. 
Huie  at  the  request  of  the  Presbytery  hav- 
ing implored  divine  light  and  guidance  in 
the  matter,  the  Moderator  called  on  the 
members  preseiit  to  state  their  views  upon 
tlie  subject,  when  the  Presbytery  unani- 
niously  expressed  their  opinion  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Bannatyne's  translation,  whcx'eupon 
the  Presbytery  loosed  Mr.  Bannatyne  from 
his  present  charge,  but  enjoined  him  mean- 
while to  discharge  the  pastoral  duties  at 
Warrenford,  and  to  wait  for  the  commands 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.  Parties 
being  called  in,  the  Moderator  intimated  to 
them  the  decision  of  the  Presbytery,  in 
Avliich  all  parties  acquiesced.  Mr.  Fairbairn 
on  behalf  of  his  constitvients  took  instru- 
ments and  craved  extracts,  whicli  were 
allowed.  The  Presbytery  then  instructed 
the  Clerk  upon  receiving  intimation  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Presbyteiy  of  Aberdeen  of 
Mr.   Bannatyne's   induction  into  Union 
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Church,  to  advise  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alnwick, 
who  was  appointed  by  the  Presbytery  to 
preach  at  Warrenford  and  declare  the 
church  vacant  on  the  Sabbath  immediately 
follo\vi)ig  the  receipt  of  such  communica- 
tion, and  to  moderate  in  the  Kirk  Session 
there  till  next  meeting  of  Presbytery. 

Reports  of  school  examinations  at  Felton 
and  Branton  were  given  in,  read,  and 
sustained. 

The  Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Alnwick  on  the  4th  Tuesday  in  May,  in 
St.  James'  Church,  at  11  o'clock.  Closed 
with  prayer. 


PEESBTTERY  OF  NEWCASTLE. 

This  Presbytery  met  by  adjournment  in 
St.  John's  Church,  South  Shields,  on  the 
26th  March,  Mr.  Brown,  Moderator  'pro 
tern. 

Present :  Mr.  Brown,  Moderator ;  Dr. 
Paterson,  Messrs.  Blake,  Mackenzie,  Hardie, 
Saphir,  and  Reid,  Ministers ;  with  Mr. 
LyaU,  Elder. 

The  Meeting  having  been  duly  consti- 
tuted, the  minute  of  last  meeting  was 
read  and  sustained.  Mr.  Dinwiddle  then 
delivered  a  popular  discourse  and  was  ex- 
amined in  theology.  The  Presbytery  on 
a  conjunct  view  of  his  whole  trials  unani- 
mously sustained  the  same  with  approba- 
tion. 

Reasons  of  dissent  and  complaint  by  Mr. 
Wrightson  were  laid  on  the  table  and  read. 
It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  agreed  unani- 
mously that  said  reasons  be  not  received, 
as  being  both  frivolous  and  disrespectful. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  people  at  Hovisteads 
was  given  in  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  till  next  ordinary  meeting. 

The  Presbytery  then  adjournd  to  meet 
again  at  1  p.m.    Closed  with  prayer. 

Same  day  and  place,  1  p.m.  The  Pres- 
bytery again  met  and  was  constituted  by 
I  Mr.  Brown,  Moderator  fro  tem.  Sede- 
runt as  above,  with  Mr.  Miller. 

That  portion  of  the  minvites  of  March 
9th,  appointing  Mr.  Dinvviddie's  ordination 
to  take  place  this  day  having  been  read, 
and  the  edict  returned  duly  served  and  at- 
I  tested,  it  was  moved  that  the  ordination 
services  do  now  proceed.  Whereupon  Mr. 
Brown  ascended  the  pulpit  and  conducted 
public  worship,  preaching  an  appropriate 
and  impressive  sermon  from  Rom.  i.  16. 
He  then  called  on  Mr.  Dinwiddie  and  put 
to  him  the  usual  questions,  to  all  of  which 
Mr.Dinwiddie  gave  satisfactory  replies.  He 
was  then  by  solemn  prayer  and  the  laying 
on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery  ordained 
to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry,  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  pastoral  charge  of  St.  John's 


I 

j 

Church  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  | 
appertaining  thereto ;  and  received  the  j 
right  hand  of  fellowship  from  the  brethren. 
Mr.  Reid  then  addressed  the  minister  and 
people,  and  the  services  having  been  closed 
by  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Dinwiddie  was  welcomed 
by  the  people  as  they  retired  from  the 
church.  He  then  signed  the  confession 
and  formula  and  his  name  was  added  to 
the  roll. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 


Portsmouth  iNDrcTioN  Seryices.-— 
The  Presbytery  of  London  met  at  Ports- 
mouth on  Thursday,  the  26th  of  March,  to 
induct  the  Rev.  James  Stewart,  M.A.,  late 
of  Norham,  into  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  there.  Be- 
sides the  members  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
Rev.  William  Wingate,  late  missionary  in 
Hungary,  was  also  present,  and  was  asso- 
ciated. The  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Queen' s-rooms,  and  although  the  hour  of 
meeting  (two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon)  was 
the  busiest  part  of  the  day,  the  hall  was 
crowded  by  a  large  and  most  attentive 
audience,  amongst  whom  we  obsei*ved 
several  of  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  nearly  all  the  Dissenting 
ministers  of  the  town.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Wright,  Moderator  of  Presbytery,  con- 
ducted the  services,  which  were  commenced 
by  singing  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  and 
prayer. — Dr.  Hamilton  preached  a  very 
eloquent  and  impressive  sermon  from  Heb, 
ii.  V.  16,  "  Eor  verily  he  took  not  on  him 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on 
the  seed  of  Abraham."  After  the  ser- 
mon. Dr.  Hamilton  offered  the  induc- 
tion prayer.  The  usual  questions  were 
then  put  and  satisfactorily  answered,  and 
Mr.  Stewart  was  then  solemnly  inducted  as 
the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation 
at  Portsmouth,  and  he  received  at  the  same 
time  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  from  his 
brethren  of  the  Presbytery.  The  charge  to 
the  minister  was  given  by  Dr.  Lorimer.  It 
was  a  clear,  eloquent,  and  practical  address 
well  adapted  to  the  occasion.  The  charge 
to  the  people  was  given  by  the  Rev.  H. 
McMillan,  of  Boui-nemouth.  His  solemn 
and  weighty  sentences  will  be  long  cherished  i 
and  remembered  by  many  in  Portsmouth,  j 
who  now  rejoice  in  sitting  under  their  own  j 
vine  and  fig-tree.  The  solemn  services 
were  brought  to  a  close  by  prayer  and  the 
benediction.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, a  public  meeting  and  soiree  of  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  congregation 
was  held  in  the  same  hall,  which  was  again 
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crowded.    The  Eev.  Carus  Wilson  had  very 
kindly  promised  to  take  the  chair,  but  was 
prevented  by  severe  indisposition.  The 
cliair  was  taken  by  T.  Maitlaud  McGrill 
Crichton,  Esq.,  of  Raukeilor,  who  modestly 
remarked,  that  he  owed  the  very  honour- 
able position  in  occupying  that  chair  and 
presiding  over  such  a  lax'ge  and  respectable 
assembly,  to  the  respect  and  esteem  wliich 
Presbyterians  in  all  parts  of  the  world  en- 
tertained for  his  late  esteemed  and  worthy 
father.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Johns,  a  minister 
of  the  Church  of  England,   opened  the 
meeting  by  prayer.    Mr.  Spence,  the  se- 
cretary, stated  that  in  establishing  a  new 
congregation  in  the  town  of  Poi'tsmouth, 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  largest  sec- 
tions of  the  Christian  church  in  the  world, 
the  committee  had  invited  by  circular  all 
the  ministers  of  the  several  evangelical  con- 
gregations in  the  town,  to  meet  on  their 
platform  and  to  give  the  right-hand  of  fel- 
lowship to  their  new  minister  the  Rev. 
James  Stewart,  on  the  occasion  of  his  induc- 
tion to  his  new  charge  and  on  the  com- 
mencement of  his  pastoral  labom's  in  these 
towns.    The  appearance  of  the  platform 
bore  ample  testimony  by  the  presence  of 
almost  every  one  so  invited,  both  Church 
of  England,  Wesleyan,  Independent,  and 
Baptist,  to  the  warm  response  given  to  that 
invitation.    Very  kind  letters  of  apology 
were  read  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp,  incum- 
bent of  St.  John's,  Portsea,  and  the  Rev.  j 
Dr.  Ferguson,  of  Ryde.    In  the  course  of  1 
the  evening  the  meeting  was  successively  | 
addressed  by  the  Revs.  Mr.  Wright,  of  | 
Southampton,  Mr.  McMillan,  of  Bourne- 
mouth, Mr.  Joseph  Davis,  Baptist ;  Mr. 
William  Young,  Independent ;  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr.  Stewart,  Presbyterian ;  Mr. 
Barton,  Baptist ;  Mr.  Squance,  Wesleyan  ; 
Dr.  Lorimer,  Presbyterian  ;  and  Mr.  Johns, 
Church  of  England.   The  speeches  were  all 
80  admirable  that  we  find  it  both  difEcult 
and  invidious  to  name  any  as  more  worthy 
of  notice ;  but  we  wish  we  could  have 
found  room  for  a  few  paragraphs  of  Mr. 
McMillan's  speech,  so  admirably  prepared, 
so  full  of  sparkling  historical  notice  of  the 
names  of  the  great  and  good  in  the  Chris- 
tian firmament.    We  would  also  notice  the 
kind  and  Christian  greeting  given  to  Mr. 
Stewart  by  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  own  and  in 
the  name  of  the  other  Dissenting  minis- 
ters of  Portsmouth.    The  meeting  listened 
with  thrilling  interest  to  the  eloquent  ap- 
peals of  Mr.  Squance,  Wesleyan,  on  be- 
half of  foreign  missions,  he  himself  having 
been  many  years  engaged  in  that  field  of 
labour.     The  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
close  a  little  after  ten  o'clock  by  the  whole 
assembly  singing  (all  standing)  the  Hun- 
dredth Psalm.    To  Captain  Lewis  Mait- 
land  and  to  the  other  members  of  com- 


mittee, thanks  are  especially  due  for  the 
unwearied  zeal  and  business-like  energy 
which  have  characterised  all  their  labours. 

Cheltenham. — The  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  meeting  of  Synod,  to 
confer  with  the  congregation  at  Chelten- 
ham, relative  to  the  use  of  the  organ  in 
public  worship,  met  there  on  the  10th  of 
May.  The  members  of  Commission  present 
were  the  Rev.  Drs.  McCrie,  and  Hamilton, 
of  London,  with  Messrs.  Matheson,  of  Lon- 
don, and  Messrs.  Burt  and  Bell,  of  Liver- 
pool, elders.  They  had  first  a  conference 
with  the  Committee  of  Management,  and 
thereafter  with  the  congregation.  A  very 
strong  feeling  of  reluctance  was  expressed 
by  all  who  spoke,  to  part  with  the  organ, 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  use  for 
fifty  years,  and  doubts  were  thrown  out 
whether  they  might  be  able  to  conduct  the 
music  in  the  absence  of  its  aid  ;  but  rather 
than  forfeit  the  ministrations  granted  them 
by  the  Synod,  with  which  they  have  been 
highly  gratified,  they  came  ultimately  to  the 
resolution  that,  "  while  they  regret  the  deci- 
sion to  which  the  Synod  came  respecting 
their  memorial,  nevertheless,  desirous  of 
communion  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  England,  they  prefer  to  give  up  the  use  of 
instrumental  music,  reserving  their  own 
opinion  regarding  the  organ  question."  The 
members  of  Commission  expressed  their 
warm  admiration  of  the  noble  and  truly 
Christian  spirit  in  which  this  congregation 
have  consented  to  sacrifice  their  long- 
cherished  habits  and  predilections  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Synod, 
and  assured  them  in  return  of  the  cordial 
sympathies  and  services  of  the  Church. 

Gateshead  Peesbtteeian  Chuech. 
— On  Easter  Tuesday  last  a  soiree  in  coii- 
nection  with  the  Sabbath  School  was  held 
in  the  school-room,  at  which  about  300 
persons  were  present.  After  tea  James 
Amott,  Esq.,  was  called  to  preside,  and  in- 
teresting addresses  were  deUvered  by  the 
Revs.  Messrs.  Farquharson,  of  Edinburgh 
(at  present  occupying  the  pulpit  of  the 
Church),  Tweedie,  of  Bewcastle,  and  Din- 
widdle, of  South  Shields,  and  Messrs.  Rid- 
ley and  Duff.  The  addresses  were  inter- 
spersed with  select  vocal  music  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  James  Murray. 

John  Knox,  Stepney. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  congregation  was  recently 
held.  A  very  large  number  of  members 
and  adherents  took  tea  together.  One 
of  the  most  encouraging  reports  that  has 
been  presented  to  the  congregation  was 
read.  The  efforts  of  the  congregation, 
aided  by  kind  friends,  have  been  successful 
in  reducing  the  debt,  nearly  £200,  during 
the  past  year.    The  Sabbath  Schools  are 
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in  a  flourishing  condition,  additional  rooms 
having  been  added  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  children.  Tlie  Rehgious  Tract, 
Young  Men's,  and  Dorcas  Associations 
are,  each  in  its  own  sphere,  engaged  in  a 
good  work.  Interesting  addresses  were 
dchvered  by  Mr.  Chahners,  of  Marylebone, 
Mr.  Whyte  of  Dalston,  and  several  of  the 
office  bearers.  The  effort  for  Uquidating 
the  debt  on  the  church  is  to  be  continued, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  aUve  a 
deeper  intex'est  in  the  work,  it  has  been 
agreed  to  hokl  quarterly  instead  of  annual 
congregational  meetings.  The  minister 
and  officebearers  feel  that  there  is  very  much 
that  is  highly  encouraging,  and  calls  loudly 
for  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God  for  his 
goodness  to  this  congregation.  The  office- 
bearers and  congregation  are  in  a  way  that 
may  weU  be  a  subject  of  gratitude — a  united 
people.  It  is  fondly  hoped,  that  with  the 
good  hand  of  G-od  upon  them,  by  an  in- 
crease of  humility,  and  more  earnest  prayer 
for  God's  blessing,  his  cause  wiR  prosper 
more  and  more  amongst  them,  and  the 
congregation  of  John  Ivnos  be  a  blessing 
to  the  district. 

EocK  Feery,  Liveepool. — The  church 
erected  by  this  congregation  was  opened 
for  worship  on  Sabbath,  the  25th  of  April. 
The  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Julius  Wood,  D.D.,  Dumfries,  Moderator  of 
the  General  iLssembly  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  McCrie, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Theology,  and 
Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  England. 

The  attendance  at  both  Diets  of  worship 
was  large,  and  the  services  were  appro- 
priate and  impressive.  Tlie  church,  which 
is  built  from  a  design  by  Messrs.  Hay,  of 
Liverpool,  is  of  the  early  decorated,  or  best 
pei'iod  of  our  ecclesiastical  architecture,  and 
has  accommodation  for  500  worshippers  on 
the  ground-floor.  The  whole  structure  is  of 
white  ashlar  stone,  and,  with  its  handsome 
spire,  presents  a  very  elegant  appearance. 
The  congregation  is  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  David  Henderson,  and,  by  God's 
blessing,  it  continues  to  prosj^er.  The 
Sabbath  School  is  large,  and  the  teachers 
are  active  and  earnest.  A  district  visiting 
society  has  also  been  formed  lately,  which 
promises  to  be  productive  of  much  good, 
both  to  the  visitors  and  to  the  visited. 

Young  Men's  Presbyterian  Socie- 
ties' Union,  London. — The  second  of 
I  the  annual  course  of  lectures  was  delivered 
in  the  lower  room,  Exeter  Hall,  by  the  Rev. 
William  Ballantyne,  on  "  Bible  Kevision." 

Professor  Lorimer  took  the  chair.  After 
some  introductory  observations  on  the  ne- 


cessity of  Revelation,  the  lecturer  said  that 
the  present  English  translation  of  the  Bible 
was  given  to  us  in  1611,  and  was  the  result 
of  the  separate  and  combined  erudition  of 
forty-seven  translators,  nearly  all  of  whom 
had  attained  Fellowships  at  Colleges;  and 
embraced  fifteen  Heads  of  Colleges,  five 
Vice-Chancellors   of    Universities,  three 
Greek  Professors,     seven    Divinity  Pro- 
fessors, one  Archbishop,  and  seven  Bishops. 
They  were  venerable  men,  averaging  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  neither  coveted  praise  nor 
dreaded  censure,  and  were  occupied  three 
years  iu  the  task.    Their  production  pos- 
sessed the  following   merits  : — fidelity  to 
the  original,  simplicity  and  absence  of  para  - 
phrase, purity  of  style,  weight  and  majesty 
of  rhythm,  and  uncommon  beauty  of  Ian-- 
guage.    It  has  now  obtained  general  ac- 
ceptance in  England  ;  is  bound  up  with  the 
people,  with  the  national  mind,  with  the 
memory  of  the  dead,  with  childhood's  hap- 
piest days,  and  recall  scenes  which  are  the 
representatives  of  man's  best  moments.  It 
was  the  bond  of  indissoluble  union  amongst 
sects  differing  on  other  points.    Many  de- 
sired a  revision  from  conscientious  motives  ; 
but  others  from  a  mere  love  of  change  ; 
others  to    favour  sectarian   views ;  whilst 
others,  who  did  not  honour  the  book,  merely 
sought  to  throw  dishonour  on  it.    It  was  an 
improvement  on  the  best  translation  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  its  publication  ;  and  those 
who  aim  to  upset  it  should  be  prepared  with 
something  better  in  its  room.    Good  cause  | 
yet  remains  to  be  shown  for  alteration  in 
the  present  state  of  textual  criticism.  The 
state  of  modern  scholarship  did  not  surpass 
that  of  the  seventeenth  century — the  golden 
age — when  the  old  Puritan  divines  read 
Hebrew  and  Greek  Testaments  at  family  | 
devotion,  morning  and  evening.    So  learned 
were  they,  that  the  Romanists  ridiculed  ■ 
them  as  scholars,  because  they  could  not  ! 
rebut  tlieir  arguments.    The  present  time  ' 
surpasses  in  social  economy,  but  not  in  sa- 
cred erudition,  and  bears  more  on  the  inter-  | 
pretation  than  translation, — on  exposition 
and  elucidation  more  than  to  the  rendering 
of  words.    No   better   version   has  been  ; 
offered,  nor  was  any  better  in  prospect.    In  , 
fact,  the  attempts  of  Horsley,  Stewart,  and  j 
others,  were  inferior  to  it,  and  also  the  at-  j 
tempts  of  the  American  Bible  Union  to  give  j 
a  version  of  the  first  fourteen  chapters  of  j 
Job,  and  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  Peter,  and 
Jude,  and  Revelation.     The  bulk  of  the 
changes  were  alterations,  but  no  improve- 
ment;  and  there  was  an  absence  of  that 
vigovn-  of  expression,  purity  of  English,  and 
cadence  of  rhythm  which  characterised  our 
English  version.    A  combined  attempt  of 
five  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England, 
after  trying  separately,  and  then  together. 
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to  render  ihc  Gospel  of  John,  and  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  was  superior  to  the 
American  attempt  in  taste  and  finish.  If 
the  world  had  failed  to  produce  better  single 
books,  and  also  a  better  complete  Bible,  by 
translators,  singly  and  in  combination,  the 
present  version  should  not  be  changed.  And 
great  confusion  would  be  caused,  since  it 
was  from  the  present  version  translations 
had  been  made  into  all  the  languages  of  the 
heathen. 

The  third  lecture  of  the  course  was  de- 
livered by  P.  H.  Gosse,  Esq.,  f.r.s.,  on  that 
department  of  Marine  Zoology  which  treats 
of  the  metamorphosis  or  change  of  form  and 
structure  in  the  various  stages  of  animal 
life. 

There  were  three  or  four  classes  of  this 
metamorphosis  or  change.  The  first  he 
instanced  Avas  that  of  slouyJiing,  or  casting 
off  the  successive  skins,  and  adduced  the 
case  of  the  Butterfly^  -which  was  first  a 
caterpillar  (after  being  an  egg),  next  a  chry- 
salis, and  lastly  a  butterfly. 

He  said  the  butterfly  was  contained  in  the 
caterpillar  as  well  as  the  chrysalis,  and  this 
could  be  discerned  by  the  use  of  the  micro- 
scope and  the  anatomical  knife.  The  lob- 
sters, crabs,  prawns,  and  shrimps,  were  ana- 
logous to  the  two  former  instances  in  the 
mode  of  changing  their  skins,  but  the  slough- 
ings  were  more  numerous. 

The  common  barnacle  was  a  roving  ani- 
mal while  young,  but  became  fixed  when 
adult  by  throwing  out  a  sort  of  calcareous 
cement,  after  which  the  shell  splits,  and  the 
barnacle  passes  into  another  stage. 

The  second  species  of  change  was  by  ab- 
sorption and  development.  Old  parts  of  the 
animal's  structure  being  absorbed,  whilst 
they  were  replaced  by  new  ones  that  pre- 
viously had  no  existence.  The  mollusca,  or 
sea  slugs  were  an  instance. 

The  young  in  spawn  are  covered  with  an 
egg-like  shell,   but    as  they  advance  the 
shell  is  thrown  aside,  and  the  swimming  j 
flaps  are  absorbed,  being  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  locomotion^  inasmuch  j 
as  the  animal  in  its  last  stage  is  a  fixture. 

The  bivalve,  or  common  muscle,  exhibited 
a  constant  succession  of  changes  of  a  similar 
character  ;  and  some  of  the  zoophytes, —  I 
for  instance,  the  cabularia  entirely  changed  i 
their  character  and  form.    The  third  species  j 
of  change  was  that  of  which  the  star  fishes 
and  sea  urchins  were  appropriate  specimens. 
Their  formation  was  by  a  kind  of  frame-work  j 
round  what  was  destined  to  be  the  adult ' 
animal,  and  like  the  scaffolding  was  only  the  I 
means  used  to  build  a  house.  ' 

The  first  instance  of  this  class  Avas  the  | 
feather  star,  which  was  reared  by  a  stalk, 
which  is  eventually  cast  aside  as  useless. 

The  bird's  foot,  star  fish,  and  sea  urchin, 
were  also  specimens.    He  noticed  what,  if 


it  could  not  be  called  metamorphosis,  might 
be  named  the  alternation  of  generations.  It 
would  seem  odd  to  talk  of  Joxes  producing 
salmon^  and  then  salmon  produce  foxes ; 
but  the  alternation  between  the  medusal  and 
the  polypi  was  something  like  this,  for  the 
one  produced  the  other  after  successive 
forms  had  been  passed  through. 

He  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Lombardy 
poplar  in  the  United  States,  the  individual 
specimens  of  which  tree  were  simultaneously 
decaying.  They  were  all  taken  in  slips  from 
one  tree,  and  not  propagated  by  seeds.  He 
said,  each  polypus  and  medusal  had  in 
themselves  the  flowers  of  fructification  like 
the  stamen  and  pistil  of  the  plant. 

He  concluded  a  very  interesting  lecture  by 
a  few  apt  words  on  God's  goodness,  benefi- 
cence, and  design  displayed  in  these  arrange- 
ments, and  deprecated  the  theory  which 
professes  to  "  lead  from  nature  up  to  na- 
ture's Gociy  He  said  it  was  an  offence 
against  God  to  put  his  created  works  in  lieu 
of  his  redemption  work,  and  stated  that 
there  was  no  other  way  of  attaining  salvation 
and  peace  with  God  but  through  the  Lamb 
that  has  been  slain. 

The  concluding  lecture  was  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamilton,  on  Books  and 
Readers. 

He  commenced  his  lecture  by  showing 
that  whereas,  when  we  gave  away  gold  or 
property,  our  personal  fruition  or  usufruct 
ceased,  but  in  the  case  of  mind-wealth, 
communicated  orally  or  by  books,  we  were 
no  losers,  but  it  remained  just  as  much  in 
our  possession  as  if  it  were  kept  in  silent 
monopoly  to  ourselves. 

Facts,  prescriptions,  truths,  could  not  be 
wrested  from  us  by  force  like  material 
wealth. 

A  taper  was  a  very  small  light,  but  it  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  kindling  the  lighthouse 
lamp,  and  thus  eventually  might  illumine 
leagues  of  ocean. 

A  seed  was  a  small  thing,  but  the  tree  that 
is  produced  lodged  the  fowls  of  the  air. 

"I  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins"  was  a 
scanty  creed  in  the  memory  of  the  monk 
Stampitz  ;  but  transferred  to  the  mind  of 
Luther,  became  the  germ  of  a  glorious  refor- 
mation. 

Books  were  the  mansions  where  the  spirits 
of  the  good  held  converse  with  readers  ages 
after.  They  were  the  pulpits  from  whence 
they  discoursed  to  future  generations.  From 
them  we  might  get  light  for  our  lamps — 
fuel  to  our  frost-bound  devotion,  and  might 
receive  all  the  impressions  of  mind  photo- 
graphed on  paper.  The  best  books  were 
those  which  contained  real  contributions  to 
man's  moral  and  mental  nature  ;  but  though 
there  were  900,000  volumes  in  the  Impe- 
rial Library  at  Paris,  and  600,000  in  the 
British  Museum,  it  might  be  questioned  if 
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one  in  ten  had  even  fulfilled  this  exalted 
function. 

Some  who  are  gifted  with  great  powers  of 
speech,  cannot  write ;  and  some  who  write 
well,  write  slow.  Their  brains,  like  the  blood 
of  St.  Januarius,  thawed  once  a  year ;  their 
ideas,  like  the  drops  of  the  balsam  tea,  dis- 
tilled at  the  rate  of  sixty  drops  in  a  season. 
Johnson  wrote  Rasselas  in  a  week,  whilst 
John  Foster  thought  one  page  a  very  satis- 
factory day's  work  indeed.  Beckford  only 
oc^'upied  forty-eight  hours  in  composing 
"  Vathek." 

In  a  great  history  or  poem,  the  author 
might  bring  out  almost  every  feature  of  his 
mind.  In  Milton's  Paradise  Lost  could  be 
discerned  its  great  author's  Calvinistic  theo- 
logy, with  its  incipient  Arian  tendency. 
His  passion  for  liberty  led  him  almost  to 
sympathise  with  the  arch  rebel— his  mag- 
nificent idealism,  his  picturesqueness,  his  de- 
light of  music,  his  propensity  to  satire,  &c. 

Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  betrayed  his 
love  of  pomp,  his  philosophical  coldness 
and  want  of  sympathy,  his  immorality,  scep- 
ticism, and  military  likings. 

Soicthefs  residence  in  the  Peninsula  in 
the  days  of  convalescence  dictated  on  his 
hills  in  Westmoreland  his  History  of  Portu- 
gal. In  looking  at  what  he  termed  the  Gene- 
sis of  Books,  the  Doctor  stated  that — 

Gibbon  first  caught  the  idea  of  his  De^ 
cline  amidst  the  ruins  of  Rome,  on  15th  of 
October,  1764,  whilst  barefooted  friars  were 
singing  vespers.  It  was  not  till  between 
eleven  and  twelve  on  the  7th  of  June,  1787, 
he  finished  the  work  in  a  summer-house  near 
the  Lake  of  Geneva,  when  the  placid  stillness 
of  the  surrounding  scenery,  he  says,  made 
his  thoughts  run  pensive  and  sad.  _ 

Alison  was  prompted  to  write  his  Wars  of 
the  French  Revolution,  on  visiting  the  as- 
sembly of  the  allied  troops  at  Paris— a  scene 
which  determined  him  to  fifteen  years  of 
study  and  fifteen  years  of  composition.  His 
own  enthusiasm  carries  on  the  reader  ;  but 
his  second  history  having  been  made  to 
order,  as  it  were,  lacked  this  element,  and 
is  therefore  less  inviting. 

BicJiard  Baxter's  Saint's  Rest  was  origi- 
nated whilst  he  was  solitary  and  alone,  and 
with  the  prospect  of  death  before  him.  It 
was  first  commenced  as  a  funeral  sermon 
for  himself,  on  the  text,  "  There  remaineth 
a  rest  for  the  people  of  God."  It  was  writ- 
ten, as  it  were,  in  the  vestibule  of  heaven, 
and  the  susceptible  reader  can  scarcely  help 
wishing  he  had  perpetually  such  a  heaven 
upon  earth  as  he  may  sometimes  have  en- 
joyed in  its  society. 

The  Doctor  bore  testimony  to  the  value 
of  encyclopaedias,  and  other  works  saving  a 
world  of  labour,  such  as  lexicons,  annotated 
editions  of  great  works,  &c.  Adam  Clarke, 
when  a  poor  student,  gave  £40  for  a  copy  of 


Meninske's  Thesaurus.  Dr.  Castell  worked 
sixteen  hours  a  day  for  seventeen  years  on 
his  Heptaglott  Lexicon,  employed  fourteen 
secretaries,  and  spent  £12,000.  There  was 
an  edition  of  Demosthenes,  which  took 
twenty-two  years  to  compile,  and  Wyttem- 
bach's  Plutarch  was  thirty-seven  years  in 
hand.  The  Travels  of  Anacharsis  occupied 
thirty  years,  and  an  interval  of  forty  years 
elapsed  between  the  first  and  last  volumes  of 
Mitford's  Greece. 

As  for  books,  he  believed  that  great  books 
were  hardly  so  rare  as  great  readers.  No 
doubt  thousands  of  novels  were  sold  every 
day,  and  there  were  many  who  would  skim 
good  books  as  Livingstone's  Travels,  but 
there  were  few  who  "  read,  marked,  learned, 
and  inwardly  digested  anything." 

In  allusion  to  a  saying  of  the  North 
American  Indians,  who,  when  they  saw  a 
man  writing,  said  "  he  pressed  his  soul  on 
paper,"  the  Doctor  said,  he  feared  those 
readers  did  not  "  taJce  up  the  soul from  off  the 
paper."  As  hints  to  readers,  he  advised  that 
it  was  great  wisdom  to  master  thoroughly 
one  or  two  first-rate  books,  and  to  write  an 
abstract  of  your  reading,  keep  a  receptacle 
of  memorabilia,  and  not  only  collect  but 
conserve;  treasure  iip  what  you  get  good, 
and  retain  your  acquisitions.  Philip  Henry's 
extract  book  was  a  folio  of  1,250  pages. 
The  lecturer  did  not  advise  such  an  am- 
bitious book,  but  a  small  neat  volume  in 
which  to  put  book  essence,  &c., — the  con- 
centrated sap  and  spirit  of  a  hundred  au- 
thors. Southey's  habit  of  noting  the  pith 
and  marrow  cf  his  reading  made  him  one 
of  the  most  excellent  repertories  of  know- 
ledge. The  Doctor  then  urged  the  value  of 
reading,  and  stated  that  it  was  a  pretty  good 
security  for  character  that  a  man  read  much. 
John  Seldon  had  said,  patience  was  the 
chief  fruit  of  study.  Andrew  Rivet,  when 
about  to  die,  looking  upon  his  spacious 
library  said,  his  dearest  friends  next  his 
own  relatives,  were  his  books,  and  that  he 
was  now  abovit  to  have  a  glorious  library  in 
God  himself. 

Encomiums  on  the  Bible  closed  a  most 
instructive  and  interesting  lecture,  and  the 
Doctor  exhorted  his  hearers  to  prepare  them- 
selves by  its  perusal  for  the  society  of  just 
men  made  perfect,  and  the  beatific  vision  of 
God  himself. 

BouENEMOUTH.  —  The  Eev.  Hector 
McMillan  begs  gratefully  to  ackuowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  following  sums,  per 
collecting  cards,  towards  the  erection  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Bourne- 
mouth : — 

EEGENT  SQTJAEE  CHrECH. 

£    S.  d. 

Mrs.  Angus                                 0  11  0 

Mrs.  Black                                 0  15  0 
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£  s. 

d. 

Anonymous 

0  9 

0 

R.  T.  T  

1  2 

6 

Mr.  W.  Watson   

1  2 

0 

Mrs.  Smith   

0  10 

0 

Miss  Lindsay- 

1  0 

0 

Miss  Thomson   

1    4  10 

Mrs.  McCulloch   

2  5 

6 

Miss  Billett   

1  6 

6 

Association 

0  5 

6 

Mrs,  Locke,   

1  1 

0 

Mrs.  Murray  

1  6 

6 

Mrs.  MePherson 

0  19 

0 

EIYEB  TEREACE  CHTJECH. 

Mrs.  W.  Jackson 

0  10 

Mr.  Pickett   

0  10 

0 

Card,  No.  1   

1  2 

6 

Card,  No.  2   

0  13 

0 

A  Widow's  Mite   

3  5 

0 

Miss  Pittman   

0  18 

0 

Miss  Berry 

0  12 

6 

Miss  Hume  ...   

1  0 

0 

Miss  Harriett  Weir  

1  13 

6 

Bournemouth^  April  VltJi^  185 

S. 

REV.  JAMES  PATTERSON, 

LATE  OF  HAEBOTTLE. 


This  yenerable  patriarch,  and  oldest  minis- 
ter of  owv  Church,  was  called  to  his  rest  on 
the  morning  of  Sabbath,  the  25th  of  April 
last,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age,  and  53rd 
of  his  ministry.  Our  departed  father, 
venerable  for  years,  and  venerated  for  worth, 
was  little  known  throughout  the  borders  of 
our  Zion.  The  field  of  his  labours,  so  re- 
mote from  the  busy  and  bustling  cities  and 
towns  of  our  land,  together  with  the  resig- 
nation of  his  charge  some  years  ago,  have 
precluded  many  from  knowledge  of  him- 
self, or  his  connection  with  the  Church. 
It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  many  of  the 
readers  of  the  Messenger^  as  we  are  sure  it 
will  afford  pleasure  to  all  who  had  the  pri- 
vilege of  his  acquaintance,  to  see  a  few 
traces  of  his  life  and  labours  chronicled  in 
its  pages. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  born  in  Paisley,  in 
1771.  Soon  afterwards  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Ayr,  where  he  had  his  early  edu- 
cation. He  held  for  a  considerable  period 
the  parish  school  of  Newton-upon-Ayr, 
where  he  manifested  that  diligence  that 
characterised  him  in  after  years.  Here  his 
mind  underwent  such  a  change,  as  led  him 
to  study  for  the  holy  ministry.  Resigning  his 


situation  he  repaired  to  Glasgow,  and  at  its 
University  passed  through  the  curriculum 
required  from  students  by  the  Church  of 
vScotland,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  1805  by  the  Presbytery  of  Ayr. 
Still  residing  in  Glasgow,  he  had  fiill  occu- 
pation in  preaching  in  the  Established 
churches  in  and  around  the  city,  and  con- 
ducting throughout  the  week  a  private 
seminary  of  some  repute.  About  this  time 
he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Balfour,  minister  of  the  High  Church, 
who  having  had  applications  from  the  north 
of  England  for  preachers,  strongly  recom- 
mended him  to  cross  the  Border.  He 
yielded  to  the  advice  of  his  kind  friend,  and 
thus  he  found,  that  God,  in  his  all- wise  pro- 
vidence, had  chosen  out  Harbottle  as  "  the 
lot  of  his  inheritance."  And  he  was  or- 
dained its  minister  in  December,  1811,  by 
the  Northvmiberland  "  class"  or  Presby- 
tery 

On  his  settlement  in  this  retired  place, 
and  among  a  widely  scattered  people,  he 
began  to  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry. 
The  misdeeds  of  a  former  minister  had  not 
been  quite  forgotten,  nor  fully  corrected  by 
the  short  incumbency  of  his  immediate  pre- 
decessor, Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was  translated 
to  the  parish  of  Ashkirk,  in  Scotland  ;  so 
that  a  wise  discretion,  a  firm  discipline, 
tempered  with  judgment,  and  withal  a  kind 
demeanour,  were  requisite  to  bring  back  the 
state  of  former  days  after  which  the  godly 
among  the  people  sighed  and  longed. 

These  quahfications  made  Mr.  Patterson 
the  man  for  the  place.  Throughout  the 
long  period  of  thirty-five  years,  he  lived 
respected  and  esteemed  by  his  beloved  flock, 
to  which  they  more  than  once,  and  in  differ- 
ent ways,  testified  by  public  acts  and  per- 
manent tokens.  He  reduced  to  order  a 
mass  of  papers  kept  as  a  Register  of  Births 
and  Baptisms,  and  in  his  own  beautiful 
penmanship  has  left  behind  him  a  record  of 
great  value,  and  on  which  much  time  was 
spent ; — a  kindness  appreciated  by  the 
congregation,  and  the  district  generally 
manifested  their  gratitude  by  presenting 
him  with  a  costly  watch,  bearing  a  compli- 
mentary inscription. 

In  the  beginning  of  1846  he  found  him- 
self unequal  to  his  duties,  and  unwilhng  to 
out-live  his  usefulness,  or  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  the  gospel,  he  resolved  to  resign 
his  charge  of  the  congregation.  This  he  did 
in  the  month  of  February  ;  and,  to  his  credit 
be  it  recorded,  without  receiving  any  further 
pecuniary  benefit  from  the  people.  But  they 
could  not  part  with  their  aged  minister, 
whose  services  had  benefited  and  whose 
counsels  had  comforted  them  for  so  long  a 
time,  without  a  remembrance  of  their  regard 
and  affection,  which  soon  assumed  the  t^n- 
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gible  sliape  of  a  piece  of  plate,  accoiiipanicd 
by  a  small  purse  of  gold. 

Thus  having  finished  his  course  at  Har- 
bottle,  near  to  which  he  had  interred  an  aged 
mother,  whose  stay  he  had  been — and  the 
wife  of  his  bosom — and  where  he  expressed 
the  wish  that  he  too  might  be  buried,  that 
his  dust  might  mingle  with  the  nearest  of 
his  kin  ;  from  this  scene  and  other  hallowed 
associations  he  retired  to  spend  the  evening 
of  his  life  in  the  homes  of  his  children  at 
Dunoon  or  Newcastle. 

As  a  divine  he  was  well  read  in  the  old 
theology  ;  his  massive  mind  took  hold  of  the 
Turitan  divinity,  and,  undiluted,  he  gave  it  as 
he  received  it;  he  was  at  home  with  the  divines 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  greatly  de- 
lighted in  the  doctrines  of  the  great  Refor- 
mation ;  his  people  yet  remember  how  he 
waxed  warm  and  eloquent  when  he  pointed 
out  justification  by  faith,  as  opposed  to  that 
by  works  in  the  Roman  Catholic  sense  of 
that  phrase. 

Of  late  years  he  was  not  a  little  annoyed  by 
a  spurious  faith  that  was  being  inculcated 
in  neighbouring  districts,  which  has  since 
taken  to  itself  the  name  of  Morisonianism. 
Some  of  its  advocates,  coming  within  his 
bounds,  made  him  more  earnest  than  ever 
in  proclaiming  Paul's  gospel  as  the  surest 
antidote  to  this  error. 

He  was  a  fine  Hebrew  scholar,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Scriptures  in  their  ori- 
ginal language,  and  CTen  to  late  years  he 
made  them  his  study.  The  late  Thomas 
Clennell,  Esq.,  of  Harbottle  Castle,  and  he 
met  daily  for  years  to  read  the  word  of  life 
in  the  original  tongues.  The  only  piirely 
literary  labour  that  engaged  his  time  was 
editing  the  Remains  of  that  eminent  divine 
of  whom  the  western  metropolis  of  Scot- 
land has  reason  to  boast.  Dr.  John  Love, 
and  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches. 

As  a  friend  he  was  most  congenial — a 
yery  agreeable  companion — his  retentiye 
and  well-stored  memory  pom-ed  forth  its 
reminiscences  of  other  days  and  other  men 
to  the  delight  of  every  listener,  and  his 
pithy  anecdotes,  told  in  his  own  way,  so 
felicitous,  that  you  could  not  easily  forget 
the  thing  or  the  narrator.  Nor  did  he 
forget  his  high  commission  ;  "  in  season 
and  out  of  season,"  he  was  diligent  in  his 
Master's  business. 

As  a  pastor  "  he  loved  the  people."  This, 
the  only  text  from  which  we  ever  heard  him 
preach,  fully  describes  what  he  was.  He 
laboured  hard  to  bring  souls  to  J esus. 

He  had  no  small  difficidty  in  getting  to 
the  homes  of  his  people,  being  a  poor  horse- 
man and  the  roads  so  few  and  so  bad  that 
there  was  no  comfort  in  walking.  He  often 
failed  in  domiciliary  visitation,  which  he 
greatly  regretted. 

As  a  father,  his  two  daughters  know  his 


parental  kindness  best,  together  with  a  son 
of  his  wife's  by  a  former  husband,  in  whose 
house  he  breathed  out  his  last,  after  a  very 
brief  illness,  without  a  struggle.  "  The  pro- 
j  phets  do  not  live  for  ever ;"  he  has  ceased 
from  his  labours,  and  he  now  enjoys  the 
reward. 

*'  Servant  of  God,  well  done, 
Ecst  from  tin'  lov'd  employ, 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 
Enter  thy  Master's  joy.'' 

He  was  inteiTcd  in  the  beautiful  new 
cemetery  near  Dunoon.  Had  time  per- 
mitted negotiations  Avith  his  respected 
relatives,  the  people  at  Harbottle  would 
have  gladly  brought  his  remains  to  lie 
among  them.  As  it  was,  all  they  could 
do  to  manifest  the  respect  they  bore  for 
him  was  to  put  the  pulpit  in  mom-ning, 
and  when  the  present  minister  of  the  church 
improved  the  solemn  dispensation,  their  at- 
tendance was  numerous  ;  and,  from  their 
attention,  it  was  evident  their  minds  were 
deeply  solemnised.  We  cannot  conclude 
this  brief  sketch  without  quoting  the  apt 
and  truthful  picture  which  a  con-espondent 
of  The  Northern  Express  gives  of  our  de- 
parted friend  : — "  He  was  a  theologian  of 
the  old  type,  mighty  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  a  master  in  Israel.  Firmly  attached 
to  the  constitutional  principles  of  the  an- 
cient Church  of  Scotland,  he  hesitated  not, 
at  the  period  of  her  disruption,  to  identify 
liimself  with  the  protesting  party  who  or- 
ganised the  Free  Church.  Beloved  for  his 
amiable  and  companionable  disposition,  ve- 
nerated for  his  piety,  and  respected  for  his 
talents  and  professional  acquirements,  he 
has  gone  down  to  the  grave  full  of  days 
and  of  honour." 


FREE  CHURCH  ASSEMBLY. 

This  Assembly  has  just  closed  its  sittings 
in  Edinburgh.  From  the  financial  state- 
ment we  take  the  following  "  General  Abs- 
tract," showing  the  whole  sums  raised  for 
the  various  objects  of  the  Free  Church  o^ 
Scotland,  for  the  year  from  the  31st  March 
1857,  to  31st  March,  1858. 


Sustentation  Fund 

Building  Fund   

Congregational  Fund  . . , 
Missions  and  Education 
Miscellaneous   


£110,254    7  1 

46,896  18  8i 

92,556  12  21 

56,776    6  9 

25,386  18  8 

£331,871    3  41 
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with  Ten  Supplementary  Cases.    Just  published,  post  free  from 
-.oi  lor  Five  Stamps. 


I  Its  Causes,  Symptoms,  Progress,  and  successful  Treatment ;  with  various  interesting 
Cases,  selected  from  recent  memoranda  and  correspondence,  by 

GEOEQE  THOMAS  CONaKEVE,  Coombe  Lodge,  Peckham. 


Notice- — Mr.  CoNGREVE  begs  to  announce  that  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
numerous  Patients  residing  at  a  distance,  he  may  be  consulted  at  his  residence  in  future 
till  half-past  Eleven  every  morning  (Sunday  excepted)  in  all  cases  of  Pulmonary  Disease. 
— See  page  24  of  the  worJc. 


RUPTURES. 

BY  EOYAL  LETTEKS  PATENT. 

WHITE'S  MOC  MAIN  LEYER  TRUSS  is  allowed  by  upwards  of 
200  Medical  Grentlemen  to  be  the  most  effective  invention  of  the  curative 
treatment  of  Hernia.  The  use  of  a  steel  spring,  so  often  hurtful  in  its 
effects,  is  here  avoided,  a  soft  bandage  being  worn  round  the  body,  while 
the  requisite  resisting  power  is  supplied  by  the  Moc  Main  Pad  and 
Patent  Lever,  fitting  with  so  much  ease  and  closeness,  that  it  cannot  bo  . 
detected,  and  may  be  worn  during  sleep.  A  Descriptive  Circular  may  be 
had,  and  the  Ti-uss  (which  cannot  fail  to  fit)  forwarded  by  Post,  on  the 
circumference  of  the  body,  two  inches  below  the  hips,  being  sent  to  the 
Manufacturer,  Mr.  White,  228,  Piccadilly,  London.  Price  of  a  Single 
Truss,  16s.,  21s.,  26s.  6d.,  and  31s.  6d. ;  Postage,  Is.  Price  of  a  Double  Truss,  31s.  6d., 
42s,,  and  52s.  6d. ;  Postage,  Is.  8d.  Post  Office  Orders  to  be  made  payable  to  John 
;White,  Post  Office,  Piccadilly. 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS,  SOCKS,  KNEE-CAPS,  &c. 

The  material  of  which  these  are  made  is  recommended  by  the  Faculty  as  being  peculiarly 
elastic  and  compressible,  and  the  best  invention  for  giving  efficienl  and  permanent  support 
in  all  cases  of  Weakness  and  Swelhng  of  the  Legs,  Yaricose  Yeins,  Sprains,  &c.  It  is 
porous,  light  in  texture,  and  inexpensive  ;  and  is  drawn  on  like  an  ordinary  stocking. 
Price  from  78.  6d.  to  163.'«ach;  Postage,  6d. 

JOHN  WHITE,  Manufacturer,  228,  Piccadilly,  London. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS,  the  most  popular  Medicine  of  the  day. — For  bile,  indiges- 
tion, headache,  disordered  stomach,  or  affections  of  the  liver,  try  Holloway's  Pills. 
For  such  complaints  they  stand  pre-eminent,  as  daily  proof  of  their  efficacy  testify. 
Young  and  old  of  both  sexes  may  take  them  with  perfect  safety;  they  are  also  equally 
efficacious  in  liot  and  cold  climates,  their  properties  remaining  the  same,  and  they  never 
become  deteriorated  by  keeping.  No  better  Medicine  can  be  selected  by  Officers  of  tho 
Anny  and  Navy  proceeding  abroad ;  in  fact,  all  persons  emigrating  would  find 
Holloway's  Pills  an  incalculable  blessing. 

Sold  at  Professor  Holloway's,  244,  Strand,  London,  and  by  all  Medicine  Yendors 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  at  tlie  following  prices':  Is.  IJd.,  2s.  9d.,  4s.  6d.,  lis., 
22d.,  and  33s.  each  box.    There  is  a  considerable  saving  by  taking  the  larger  boxes. 


TF  YOU  SUFFER  FROM  NERVOUS  HEADACHE,  and  its  frequent  attendant, 
1  LOSS  OP  HAIR,  use  HOYENDEN'S  EXTRACT  OP  ROSEMARY,  price  Is. 
and  2s.  6d.  To  be  had  at  R.  Hovenden's  Warehouse  and  Manufactory,  No.  5, 
Great  Marlborough  Street  (W.),  and  Crown  Street,  Finsbury  (E.C.)  ;  and  of  most 
Hairdressers, 

N.B. — Churcher's  Toilet  Cream,  price  Is. ;  and  Bachelor's  Columbian  Hair  Dye, 
43.  6d.,  7s.,  and  14s. 
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THE  ITEW  FRENCH  MUSLINS.   Just  out.  j 

Many  of  the  Patterns  surpass  any  ever  introduced  into  this  country.  FLOTJx- 
MUSLINS  from  6s.  6d.    MOURNING-  MUSLINS,  the  best  and  largest  selectij 
the  kingdom.    Last  year's  Patterns  selling  at  ridiculous  prices  for  such  goods,  jy. 
terns  post  free.  i| 
The  French  Muslin  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street.  -l 
READY-MADE  MUSLIN  DRESSES,  4s.  9d.  ^ 
Plain  double  Sljirt,  and  Flounced,  with  Jacket  complete.    Neat  Pretty  Patterns. 
They  are  cut  out  by  one  of  the  first  cutters  in  Paris,  and  completed  there  by  superior 
French  Artistes. — A  fresh  arrival  from  Paris  every  Wednesday.    Patterns  post  free. 
The  French  Muslin  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street. 
A  Perfect  LADY'S  DRESS  at  a  singular  Low  Price. 

A  simple  Check ;  the  material  is  Cashmere,  with  rich  Ducape  side  Trimming  in 
French  Blue,  Nut  Brown,  Black,  Violet,  French  Grey,  and  the  New  Green,  edged  with 
Velvet.  The  Skirt  is  made  and  lined  throughout,  the  material  for  Bodice  included. 
Price  14s.  9d.    The  additional  charge  for  making  the  Bodice,  Is. 

The  French  MusHn  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street. 

A  GEM !   OUR  NEW  GUINEA  FRENCH  MANTLE. 

A  Drawing  sent  post  free. 
AGENTS  for  the  LADIES'  HANDKERCHIEF,  Embroidered  with  Christian 
Names,  by  the  Nuns  of  Pau,  with  the  new  dietich  needle.    Price  Is.  0|d. ;  by  post, 
1-i  stamps.    53.  9d.  the  half-dozen  ;  by  post,  6s.  3d. 

The  French  Muslin  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street. 

WHITE  and  BUFF  MARCELLA  JACKETS. 

The  prettiest  shape  in  this  very  elegant  article  ever  produced,  and  most  becoming  to 
the  figiu*e. 

The  Half-Guinea  CLOTH  JACKETS. 

A  very  pretty  shape,  just  from  Paris,  to  be  had  in  all  the  fashionable  colours.  For 
country  orders,  size  of  waist  and  round  the  shoulders  is  required.  A  Drawing  sent  post  free. 
The  French  Muslin  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street. 

FRENCH  CAMBRIC  DRESSES. 

Our  new  patterns  are  exceedingly  choice,  and  are  not  to  be  had  elsewhere.  They  are 
made  up  for  morning  wear  in  Paris.  So  pretty  a  morning  dress  is  rarely  seen.  Pat- 
terns post  free. — For  country  orders,  size  of  waist  and  round  the  shoulders,  with  length 
of  skirt,  is  required.    The  price,  made  up,  is  12s.  9d. 

The  French  Muslin  Company,  16,  Oxford  Street. 

SCOTTISKC  EGiTJIT.A.BLE 

LIFE    ASSURANCE  SOCIETY. 

INSTITUTED  1831. 
Incorporated  by  Royal  Charters  and  Special  Act  of  Pai4iament. 

THE  TWENTY-SEYENTH  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

of  this  Society  was  held  at  Edinburgh,  on  4th  May,  1858,  Thomas  Scott  ANDEESO^'■, 
Esq.,  W.S.,  in  the  Chair. 

From  the  Report  which  was  read,  it  appeared  that,  during  the  year  ending  1st  March 
last,  470  Policies  were  issued.  The  Sums  thereby  Assured  amounted  to  £213,970,  and 
the  Annual  Premiums  thereon  to  £7,033. 

The  following  was  the  position  of  the  Society  at  1st  March,  1858  : — 

Amount  of  Existing  Assurances    £4,957,144 

Annual  Revenue   182,717 

Accumulated  Fund   1,099,400 

Copies  of  the  Report  may  now  be  had  at  the  Head-Office,  or  from  any  of  the  Society's 
Agents. 

ROBERT  CHRISTIE,  Manager. 
WILLIAM  FINLAY,  Secretary. 

Head  Office-26,  ST.  ANDREW  SQUARE,  EDINBURGH. 
Oface  in  London— 26,  POULTRY. 

ARCH.  T.  RITCHIE,  Agent. 
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